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Culture and Entertainment under the
Collaborationist Regime in Serbia in WW!II

Abstract: Based on numerous contemporary newspaper articles and
relevant historiographical literature, the article analyzes the cultural and
entertainment policy of the Serbian collaborationist authorities during the
German occupation in WWII.

Key Words: Serbia, culture, collaboration, entertainment, ylm

In modern world, the lines dividing culture, ideology and politics are rather blear.
Equally blear is the line separating culture from entertainment, especially if culture is
understood in a narrower sense of high-culture and entertainment as popular or mass
culture.! In a totalitarian society culture and entertainment have some functions they
do not have in a democratic societies, and Serbian society between April 1941 and
October 1944 was a society under enemy occupation and at the same time, thanks
to the ideological drift of the collaborationist government, a totalitarian society in
the making.? The leading intellectuals of the regime were not only interested in run-
ning the society, but also in changing it. Thus, they had revamped the school system
and curricula in order to re-educate the young in the spirit of extreme nationalism,
anti-communism, anti-Semitism, modesty, obedience and sacriyce.® Apart from the

1 Cf. Janjetovil, Zoran, Od Internacionale do komercijalj: Popularna kultura u Jugoslaviji
194571991, Beograd, 2001, pp. 17718.

2 Stojanovil, Aleksandar, Ideje, politilki projekti i praksa vlade Milana Nedila, Beograd, 2015.
(hereafter: Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&)

% On education and the ideology it conveyed cf. Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, pp.
2747285; Borkovil, Milan, Kontrarevolucija u Srbiji: Kvislingka uprava 194111944, Vol 2, Beograd,
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ofycial means, such as schools, they wanted to inpuence broader masses through a
number of unofycial, but nevertheless very inpuential channels. These channels were
potentially even more inpuential, since they were not perceived as ofycial, i.e. their
consumers presupposed that the institutions and media creating and disseminating
culture enjoyed certain autonomy. As we shall see, this was not the case T except
partly in the yeld of theater.*

Together with politics and morality culture had been the yled that came most
under yre of right-wing intellectuals T even some decade and a half before the Ger-
man invasion, and even years before the victory of National-Socialist firevolutiono.
Indeed, as much as politics, culture was the yeld that absorbed most (to be sure
nefarious) foreign inpuences. Minister of education, Velibor Jonil, his right-hand
man Vladimir Velmar Jankovil, and others fulminated already in late 1920s against
decadent Western inpuences, copying of foreign models, militated for a completely
original Yugoslav culture under strong Serbian inpuence.®

Yugoslav defeat at war in April 1941 and the speedy disintegration of the com-
mon state gave fresh wind into the sails of the right-wing intellectuals who tended to
see only putrefaction all around them.® For them the German occupation, although
painful in itself, was at the same time the opportunity to reform the society and its
culture.

1979, pp. 74794, Gkodril, Ljubinka, fiProsvetni radnici u ideologiji vlade Milana Nedila 194171944#,
Istorijski zbornik, 1, 2011; Idem, fildeologka nalela prosvetne politike vlade Milana Nedilao, in: Srbi
i rat u Jugoslaviji 1941. godine, Beograd, 2014, p. 507; Idem, fiNedilev Delji Grado u Obililevu kod
Krugevcao, Gupski zbornik, 5, 2010; Gkodril, Ljubinka and Bondgil, Dragomir, fiStvaranje idealnog
tipa srpskog mladila i srpske devojked: prosvetna politika u kolaboracionistilkoj gtampi 1941711944, in:
Stojanovil, Aleksandar (ed.), Kolaboracionistilka gtampa u Srbiji 194171944, Beograd, 2015 (hereafter:
Gkodril, Lj., Bondgil, D., fiStvaranje idealnog tipaé 0); Kerkez, Slobodan n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike
u Nedilevoj Srbiji, Nig, 2008 (hereafter: Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€); Nikolova, Maja,
Zavod za prinudno vaspitanje omladine u Smederevskoj Palanci 194271944, Beograd, 2010.

* Danilo Kilibarda assessed that German inpuence had been even stronger in culture than in educa-
tion. Kilibarda, Danilo, Prosvetno-kulturna politika u Srbiji za vreme Drugog svetskog rata (PhD mscr.,
Beograd, 1984, p. 132; [hereafter: Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna€]) Kerkez also thinks German
inpuence was dominant in culture. (Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, pp. 5, 186.)

5 Velmar-Jankovil, Vladimir, iDuhovna kriza danagnjiced, pp. 49757; fiRevizija osnovnih
knjigevno-istorijskih stavovao, pp. 73178; fiDrgava i umetnilka politikad, pp. 80185; filzmLu sadagnjosti i
budulnosti T glose o nigtavilu fiizamag, pp. 89797; fiknjigevne revizijeo, pp. 102, 105; filzmel'u proglosti
i budulnosti: knjigevnost, kultura i politikao, pp. 1341137 T all in: Velmar-Jankovil, Vladimir, Ogledi
o knjigevnosti i nacionalnom duhu/Igrali na gici, Beograd, 2006; Idem, Pogled s Kalemegdana: Ogled
o beogradskom loveku, Beograd, 1991, pp. 131, 1331139; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&,
p. 144; Milosavljevil, Olivera, fiStare vrednosti za novo vreme. (Svetislav Stefanovil nekad i sad)o
(hereafter: Milosavljevil', 0., fiStare vrednostié 0), Sociologija, 4, 52, 2010, p. 413; Subotil, Dragan,
Organska misao Srba u XIX i XX veku: Sociologke i politikologke ideje Milosava Vasiljevila, Vol. 2,
Beograd, 1999, pp. 3931394. (hereafter: Subotil, D., Organska misao&)

¢ fiDa se ne zaboravljafi, Obnova, June 6, 1942.
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Some authors, communist and not, have perceived Serbian culture under Ger-
man occupation as a simple attempt at export of Nazi culture to Serbia.” This view
is untenable. It grossly downplays the role of Serbian collaborationist intellectuals
in designing and running Serbian cultural transformation.® It is true that there were
parallels between German culture under the Nazis and Serbian culture under German
occupation, as well as German inpuences, but a very strong home-grown element
in the latter must not be overseen. The Germans gave some of the tacks for cultural
policy, but by no means all. It can be said that their say was decisive in organiza-
tional matters while the content of cultural activities was mostly left to the Serbian
authorities. Furthermore, the Serbian collaborationist ideologues already shared few
values with the Nazis, so that it was not difycult for them to bring their activities
into harmony with German wishes. It can safely be said: had there been no Serbian
right-wing intellectuals who collaborated with the Germans, maybe there could have
been an attempt at export of Nazi culture T provided the Nazis wanted to export any
culture to a conquered land in the yrst place.® As it was, the collaborationist intel-
lectuals did not shield Serbian culture from Nazi inpuences, but rather transformed
them and included them in their own version of reformed Serbian culture. In that
way, maybe without being aware of it, they did exactly what their predecessors had
done quite consciously and for what right-wing intellectuals had criticized them so
vehemently: they transferred foreign inpuences into Serbian culture they wanted to
keep so pure and so original.1°

The urge to do so was stronger in those cultural forms that attracted most people
at that time. The most massively enjoyed form of entertainment was popular music.
Unlike yIms, it did not depend on expensive infrastructure. It was omnipresent T not
just on the radio or in concert halls, but in coffee-houses in towns and villages, at
weddings, private parties and on the street. Parallel with the actions aimed at removing

" Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, pp. 27730.

& Stojanovil does not deny the importance of the role played by the Germans, but correctly thinks
the prime creators of cultural policy were Serbian collaborationists. (Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki
projektie, p. 198.)

® Indeed, East European Slavic countries were certainly not earmarked for export of Nazi Kultur,
or for development of any kind of culture whatsoever. (Cf. Fest, Joachim, Hitler: Eine Biographie,
Frankfurt/M, Wien, Berlin, 1973, pp. 9337934.)

10 Most ideas of the Serbian collaborationist intellectuals were taken over from abroad: some from
France and Czarist Russia, and some from Germany and ltaly. (Cf. Subotil, Vol. 1-2; Milosavljevil, O.,
fiStare vrednostié 0; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, pp. 1987226; Dragosavljevil' Vasilije,
fildeologki uticaji evropskog fagizma na JNP Zbor [1934711940]0, in: Janjetovil, Zoran (ed.), Istorijska
tribina: Istragivanja mladih saradnika, Beograd, 2013; Janjetovil, Zoran, fiDimitrije Ljotil T ein an-
tieuropischer Europ@er unter jugoslawischen Politikernf, in: Hepner, Harald (ed.), Attraktionen und
Irritationen: Europa und sein S¢dosten im langen 19. Jahrhundert, Frankfurta. M, 2018.) It is a wonder
Serbian right-wing intellectuals could believe they could invent something original and purely Serbian
in a Europe that has become intellectually figlobalizedd ever since adoption of Christianity. All they did
was adapting basic foreign ideas to Serbian circumstances.
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the Gypsies from the streets and public life, the Ministry of Education launched the
initiative to purge Serbian folk songs from Gypsy inpuences. As Vladimir Velmar-
Jankovil put it: iDuring the past 20 years, the coffee-house and its Gypsies wreaked
terrible devastation on our national music. Those songs, such as they were fifosteredo
in pubs, in a disygured form infested also our homes and our youth, even cultural
institutions, such as the radio T that is a sad proof how successful we had been in
forgetting and abandoning our own selves.0 The Musical Academy was given the
task of fipurging our folk songs from this fimurky Gypsy-pub alluviumo and mak-
ing them appropriate for being expressed by modern musical means, i.e. the task of
adapting them with preservation of their original purity.!* It was no wonder that at
the same time Gypsies as such were also denigrated in the press as robbers and dirty
nomads who stole children in order to mutilate them and use them for begging. An
action was demanded against them,*? and it soon followed in form of mass shootings
of Gypsies, together with Jewish and Serbian hostages.®® Thus purge of the national
heritage went hand in hand with ethnic cleansing, i.e. the Serbian collaborationists
used Nazi animosity toward the Gypsies to save Serbian lives (by substituting Serbian
hostages by Roma), to diminish (if not completely eliminate) a socially and ethnically
undesirable group and fipurged segments of national culture from unwelcome foreign
inpuence at the same time. While the initiative to purge the streets and ghettos rested
with the German authorities, Serbian gendarmes were the main responsible for actual

1 G.L., fiMinistarstvo prosvete pokrele pitanje izdavanje velikog relnika srpskog jezika i stan-
dardizovanja nage narodne pesmeo, Obnova, August 31, 1941. The Gypsies were accused of transfer-
ring new corrupt songs to villages and of ousting the good old ones. (Nikolil, Kosta, Strah i nada u u
Srbiji 194111944 Svakodnevni givot pod okupacijom, Beograd, 2002, p. 182 [hereafter: Nikolil, K.,
Strah i nada€])

2V.P,, fiCigani na selu i u varogio, Obnova, August 15, 1941; V.P. 0Cigani pljalkago i, Obnova,
September 22, 1941.

8 Pisari, Milovan, Stradanje Roma u Srbiji za vreme holokausta, Beograd, 2014, pp. 65167, 85795,
107 (hereafter: Pisari, M., Stradanje Romaé&); Radanovil, Milan, Kazna i zlolin: Snage kolaboracije u
Srbiji i odgovornost za ratne zloline (194171944) i vojni gubici (194471945), Beograd, 2015, pp. 290,
2977298. However, extermination of the Gypsies was not a Nazi top priority which made possible for
part of sedentary Gypsies to be set free from concentration camps in early 1942. (Pisari, M., Stradanje
Romaé&, pp. 67, 120; Ackovil, Dragoljub, Romi u Beogradu, Beograd, 2009, pp. 2431248.) The policy
of the Serbian collaborationists toward the Gypsies was equally undecided as that of the Germans: the
Ministry of the Interior appraised its subaltern organs of the order of the Commander in Serbia con-
cerning exemption of sedentary Gypsies from measures aimed against the Jews and Gypsies (Bogovil,
Branislav, Beograd pod komesarskom upravom 1941, Beograd, 1998, p. 261. [hereafter: Bogovil, B.,
Beograd pod komesarskome]; Majdanac, Boro, Pozorigte u okupiranoj Srbiji: Pozorigna politika u
Srbiji 194171944, Beograd, 2011, p. 40 [hereafter: Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&], but the
Serbian authorities, like the Germans, continued rounding them up and sending them to be shot as
hostages. Bogovil, Branislav, Stradanje Jevreja u okupiranom Beogradu 194171944, Beograd, 2012,
pp. 19723. (hereafter: Bogovil, B., Stradanje Jevreja...)
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rounding up of the Gypsies.** Meanwhile the cultural establishment was engaged in
purging the musical heritage.®

Thus from May 1942 a discussion started in the press about how Serbian folk
(i.e. peasant) music had been neglected and distorted by town musicians. The need
to further it was stressed by eminent musical experts, such as Prof. Josip Slaven-
ski, Kosta Manojlovil, Stevan Hristil and Svetomir Nastasijevil.*® The Ministry
of Education ordered every pub to have a band, but under supervision of special
cultural inspectors.t” Dual goals of this measure were plain to see: on one hand,
coffee-house music had to be controlled and puriyed, just as the names of pubs were
changed from foreign or unusual to finationalo ones. At the same time, an illusion
of normal life had to be created T although there was a curfew that is incompat-
ible with normal pub life in the Balkans. A public contest of coffee-house bands
organized by the Belgrade Radio in August 1944 also had the aim of improving the
quality of coffee-house music,® and of creating an illusion of normalcy amid the
situation that was growing increasingly abnormal T even by the wartime standards.
In fact, the example of the lowest but most popular kind of popular music showed,
how difycult it was for cultural policy-makers: they had to do the splits and reform
the national culture by purging it of everything they deemed alien and degenerate,
and at the same time to create an illusion of a normal life ordinary people missed
so much.

However, pub music has never been perceived as pinnacle of culture any-
where. The possibility of inpuencing music in general were limited anyway, since
it was the Germans who controlled the radio. Thus it was them who decided not
only what was going to be played, but also for how long. The Germans were well
aware of the importance of the radio, even in an underdeveloped country such as
Serbia. Under the new name: Soldatensender Belgrad (Soldierst Radio Belgrade)
the Belgrade radio station returned on air only yve days after Yugoslaviads capitu-
lation. It was subordinated to the Propaganda Department for the South-East in
Serbia under Major Dr Julius Lippert.* In the beginning its main task was propa-
ganda for German soldiers in the Balkans and in North Africa. As for the locals,

4 Pisari, M., Stradanje Romae, pp. 1007101, 114, 1457148, 150.

5 Despite these efforts we hear about a fiunstrung Gypsy trioo playing at Belgradets main concert
hall, the Kolaracds Popular University in 1943. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, p. 167.)

16 Manojlovil, Olga, fiKulturni givot Beograda u vreme nemalke okupacije 194171944 u svetlu
pisanja beogradske gtamped, Godignjak za drugtvenu istoriju, 1, 1, 1994, p. 88. (hereafter: Manojlovil,
0., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé 0)

7 Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturnae&, p. 139; Petranovil, Branko, Srbija u Drugom svetskom
ratu 193971945, Beograd, 1992, p. 500. (hereafter: Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom...)

18 Mraovil, Marijana T, Propaganda vlade Milana Nedila (194171944) (Ph.D. Mscr.), Beograd,
2015, pp. 3537354. (hereafter: Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&)

19 petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., p. 500; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, p. 341; Maj-
danac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranojé&, p. 30; Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 88.
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the military commander in Serbia, General FOrster prescribed already on May 27,
1941 which stations were allowed to be listened to. The list included all German
radio-stations (including Belgrade and Zemun) and some from the countries allied
with the Third Reich.?® Serbian programs started in June 1941.% On the Belgrade
Radio the collaborationists got two hours a day for news and propaganda. At yrst
these two hours were divided into several slots, but since May 25, 1942 they were
lumped together into two hours of continuous program in Serbian.?? A year after
the beginning of occupation the Belgrade Radio Station had six orchestras, serving
both German and Serbian needs. Symphonic concerts were regularly aired. So were
opera and choir singing. The choir had over hundred Serbian and somewhat smaller
number of foreign songs on its repertoire. It sang songs by Serbian composers, such
as Hristil, Nastasijevil, Mokranjac, Binilki, Bajil, Bognjakovil, Cvejil, Lestilki
and others.% In keeping with the newly set racial and cultural standards, iGypsyo
music was banished from the radio.? To be sure, German works and German guests
were very often on program.?® They had a double function of entertaining German
soldiers in Serbia and in the region, and of bringing closer German culture, and
particularly the most apolitical and the most international of arts, music, to Serbian
listeners. In fact, one of the main propaganda tasks of the Belgrade Radio Station
(as well as of the press) was to acquaint the listeners with connections of Serbian
and German cultures. That was one of the salient features of the collaborationist
cultural policy in general and of course it was encouraged by the Germans.?® Radio

2 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 343.

2 Bogovil, B., Beograd pod komesarskomé&, p. 127; Kreso, Muharem, Njemalka okupaciona
uprava u Beogradu 1941711944. (sa osvrtom na cenrtralne okupacione komande i ustanove za Srbiju,
Jugoslaviju i Balkan), Beograd, 1979, p. 133. (hereafter: Kreso, M., Njemalka okupaciona upravae)
; Markovil, Vasilije, Teatri okupirane prestonice 194171944, Beograd, 1998, p. 133. (hereafter:
Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€) Markovil writes Serbian program started already in late
May 1941.

22 Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 88; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p.
343.

% Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, pp. 3451346. Members of the big and the chamber or-
chestras were made up mainly of musicians of the National Theater. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane
prestonice€, pp. 1331134; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 36.) According to Majdanac, the
Belgrade Radio Station and the Serbian National Theater (SNT) signed a contract on December 25, 1941
under which the radio orchestra played in the SNT. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 47.)

24 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 134. So were the Gypsies who were lumped
together with the Jew and subject to the same restrictive measures. (Pisari, M., Stradanje Romae,
p. 42; Bogovil, Bogovil, B., Stradanje Jevreja..., p, 20; Manogek, Valter, Holokaust u Srbiji: Vojno
okupaciona politika i unigtavanje Jevreja 194171942, Beograd, 2007, p. 47; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte
u okupiranoj€&, p. 28.)

% Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 214.

% The Third Reich intensiyed its soft propaganda in Serbia already before the war by founding
the German Scientiyc Institute in Belgrade in February 1941. It was a branch of the Munich Academy
of Sciences and was headed by famous Slavists, Gerhard Gesemann and Alois Schmaus. It had three



Zoran Janjetovil, PhD, Culture and Entertainment under the Collaborationist Regime ... 13

lessons of German language that were much publicized in the press served that
purpose t00.%’

However, the radio had an even more important role in reshaping Serbian na-
tional culture and in propaganda. In a totalitarian regime, the line dividing the two
was pretty thin. To be sure, broadcasting of news and speeches by collaborationist
ofycials was pure propaganda, but that was only part of the program in Serbian.
Furthermore, for all we know its effectiveness was doubtful.?® In late 1942 the sta-
tion organized a show in which Serbian writers read their works and discussed them
with prominent cultural workers. The idea was supported by Svetislav Stefanovil,
Milan Kaganin, Todor Manojlovil and others.?? From November 1942 a new show,
fiThe Belgrade Radio presentso was launched with the wish to acquaint the audito-
rium with artists taking part in Serbian programs of the station. The proceeds went
to the Serbian Red Cross. The radio broadcasted also shows from various Belgrade
venues in which popular artists featured. Loudspeakers were installed down-town
Belgrade so as to bring the radio also to the people who had no radio-sets at home or
were on the street at the moment.® In late May 1943 changes were introduced into
the Serbian program. Broadcasting of Serbian folk songs began as well as weekly
political comments.3! For those in the know, these were subtle signs that the war was
not going well for the Germans. Introduction of a ylm show on the radio in coopera-
tion with Belgrade cinemas in late June 1943 and broadcasting of popular variety

sections: scientiyc, section for teaching of German language and for studentsd exchange. It published
books, organized German language courses, lectures, literary evenings, discussions etc. and had a library
of some 15.000 books. (M.M., iNemalki naulni institut pored gest objavljenih kurseva otvara jog dvao,
Novo vreme [henceforth: NV], June 8710, 1941.) According to Kerkez, its main goal was to prove that
the foundations of the culture in the Balkans were laid by the Germanic tribes. (Kerkez, Slobodan n,
Drugtvo Srbije u Drugom svetskom ratu 194171945, Nig, 2004, p. 431. [hereafter: Kerkez, S. n, Drugtvo
Srbije€]; Idem, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike, p. 189.) However, Kerkez quotes as his source only ar-
ticles in the collaborationist press and one document from Nedilés holding in the Military Archives in
Belgrade. Thus the institution and its activities deserve a more thorough study.

27 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 347.

% No popularity or credibility polls could be taken under the given circumstances, but there are
testimonies in contemporary documents that the masses did not buy the regime propaganda (be it from
the radio, the press or live speeches of dignitaries) T it was simply too much at variance with the reality
people could see and experience on daily basis. (Cf. Mililevil, Nataga and Nikodijevil, Dugan (eds.),
Svakodnevni givot pod okupacijom 194171944: Iskustvo jednog Beogralanina, Beograd, 2011, pp. 316,
330, 344, 529, 612. [hereafter: Mililevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,..)] Concerning
the Belgrade Radio, the collaborationists were aware that, being in German hands, it lacked credibility
among the populace. Therefore they strove to have the Germans hand them over the radio station, but the
German authorities prized that means of not just local propaganda too much to give it up. (Matil, Milan
B, Gtampa u Srbiji u Drugom svetskom ratu 194171944 [Ph.D. Msc.], Belgrade, 1990, pp. 879.)

2 Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 88; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p.
347; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, p. 157.

® Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 348.

% Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp. 3481349.
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shows fiMotley Afternoono held at the Kolarac Popular University, introduction
of special shows for the POWs and the SVC?®* were basically the sign of the same
phenomenon: the war was beginning to be total, wartime economic measures of the
Reich had been introduced in March 1943 and the generally bleaker situation for the
Germans and the collaborationist authorities required more entertaining programs.
The ordnance on mandatory listening to the Belgrade Radio in public places, issued
in June 1943, was basically the other side of the same coin: the deteriorating situa-
tion on the frontlines demanded a stronger doses of propaganda too.* Propaganda
lectures were also held and original folk music was promoted.®* Further deterioration
of the German situation brought about another show for the POWSs in late August
1944.% School-children were also treated to a series of radio lectures that dealt with
the school system, national tradition, popular poetry, religion, national history and
the like.*® It was an addition to nationalist cultural and educational propaganda they
had been exposed to at school.*’

If radio was yrmly in German hands and served directly more their than Serbian
needs, the theater was the yeld where the collaborationist authorities could develop
their cultural ideas much more freely T but under the watchful eyes of German of-
ycials. The men who wanted to spearhead the reform of theater were pretty much the
same people who were behind the educational reform: Prime Minister Milan Nedil
himself, Velmar-Jankovil, Jonil, the head of the Department for Popular Education,
Dr. Branimir Maleg and Dr. Radosav Markovil, as well as expert clerks in charge
of theater, ylms and music at the Ministry of Education.®® In mid-August 1941 the
Ministry of Education suffered a heavy blow regarding theater, because National
Theaters in Belgrade and in Nig (the second largest town in Serbia) were taken away
from its charge and put under supervision of the Propaganda Department of the
Presidency of the Council of Commissaries (as the caretaker government was called

% Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp. 3497350.

% fiuredba o obaveznom prenogenju i sluganju radio emisija po javnim lokalimao, Slugbene
novine, June 4, 1943; VA NA, k. 19, f. 2, d. 23, 25, 26, 33; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vladee, p.
349; Milosavljevil, Olivera, Potisnuta istina. Kolaboracija u Srbiji 194171944, Beograd, 2008, p. 307.
(hereafter: Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina€) Listening to news in Serbian and other informative
shows was made obligatory. Silence was to reign in pubs during that time and customers were not to
be served while the program lasted.

% Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 350. Broadcasting folk music had started already in
September 1942, (Ibid., p. 351.)

% Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 351.

% \/ojlil, Dragoslav, fiGkolstvo u okupiranoj Srbiji tokom Drugog svetskog ratad, Nastava i
vaspitanje, 2, 22, 1973, p. 237; Gkodril, Ljubinka, fiProsvetni radnici u ideologiji vlade Milana Nedila
1941719449, Istorijski zbornik, 1, 2011, p. 156; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 352.

37 Although also mandatory, these lectures could reach only a limited number of pupils due to
small number of radios, poorly developed electric grid and lack of power even in places it did exist.

% Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 29130.
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until September 1941).%° In 1943 supervision of other theaters was also taken away
from the Ministry and entrusted to the Department of State Propaganda.“° This galled
the ambitious Jonil and he strove to regain supervision of theaters. The same year he
launched an offensive with that aim, accusing the Serbian National Theater that it had
not fulylled its educational goals, that its German repertoire had been bad, that the
opera and the ballet had declined, that folklore had been neglected etc. Other theat-
ers were allegedly even worse: commercial and not conducive to national renewal.
However this attempt failed.** No doubt, it was at least in part, driven by personal
ambition because the attack was aimed against the main executive of the theatrical
reform, Jovan Popovil, the manager of the National Theater and head of the of the
Department of Theatrical Performances with the Department of State Propaganda.*
It clearly proved how important theater was as means of propaganda.®

To be sure, it was cultural propaganda, i.e. it also had to do with culture.** In
the eyes of the collaborationist intellectuals the pre-war theater also suffered from
the same vices as culture in general: it was shallow, commercialized, un-national,
modernist, leftist and subject to ever changing fashions.”® In their plan of general
national renewal, theater had a pride of place, probably second only to school.*

% Gkodril, Ljubinka, Ministarstvo prosvete i vera u Srbiji 194171944 Sudbina institucije pod
okupacijom, Beograd, 2009, p. 71 (hereafter: Gkodril, Lj., Ministarstvo prosvete€); Majdanac, B.,
Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, pp. 28, 45, 171; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, p. 267. This was
done on German model. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 171.)

4 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 262; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&,
p. 267.

4 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 262, 4617467; Gkodril, Lj., Ministarstvo
prosvete€, p. 71; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 16771179.

42 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje, pp. 16771179.

% Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbije&, p. 437; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 262. This
was afyrmed in January 1944 when the Serbian National Theater was exempted from the supervision
of the Section of Theatrical Performances and put directly under the Chief of the Department of State
Propaganda. Popovil was relieved of his post. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 180.)

4 Jonil tended to view every kind of government activity as propaganda. Theater was no exception.
(Gkodril, Lj., Ministarstvo prosvete€, p. 137; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 262.)

% Trajkovil, Nikola, fiRazmigljanja o srpskoj dramio, Srpska scena, June 20, 1942; fiSrpsko
narodno pozorigted, Naga borba (hereafter: NB), June 21, 1942; fiBeseda upravnika Srpskog narodnog
pozorigtad, Srpska scena, July 1, 1942; Manojlovil, O., ikulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 80; Majdanac,
B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, pp. 30731, 34136, 56157, 60, 83; Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina&,
pp. 2351238; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 160, 193; Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kul-
turne prilike&, pp. 1987199, 2027205: Idem, Drugtvo, pp. 4357443, 4477448, Svetomir Nastasijevil
went even further: he accused the Jews of having imposed schlock on all forms of art in order to erase
national and Christian cultural characteristics and create an international culture, with the ynal aim of
creating a world Jewish empire. (Kerkez, S. ., Drugtvo Srbije€, p. 443.)

% fiBeseda upravnika Srpskog narodnog pozorigtad, Srpska scena, July 1, 1942; Markovil, V., Teatri
okupirane prestonice€, pp. 204, 206; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 57758; Kerkez, S.
n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, pp. 198, 2001201; Manojlovil Pintar, Olga, iDelusion and Amnesia:
Ideology and Culture in Nedil6s Serbioa, in: Ramet, Sabrina (ed.), Serbia and the Serbs in World War
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In the hands of collaborationist cultural reformists, it was supposed to become the
instrument of educating and uplifting the masses: nationally and morally.*” For their
part, the German authorities had their own interest in theater. Just like the radio, it
was to entertain their soldiers (especially by concerts, operas and ballets)* and to be
a show-case of German culture T thanks to performance of German works and visits
by German artists.* Both the Serbian and the German authorities had a joint interest
in entertaining the populace and creating the image of normal life.>® Actors needed
their daily bread and were willing to play under the most difycult circumstances™

Two, New York, 2011, p. 9. (hereafter: Manojlovil Pintar, O., iDelusion and Amnesiaé 0); Petranovil,
B., Srbija u Drugom..., pp. 5007501. The main proponent of national renewal through theater was Jovan
Popovil, (who was soon made manager of the most important theater in the country, the Serbian National
Theater in Belgrade). He accused the National Theater (that had not featured the word fiSerbiand in its
name before the German occupation! T Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 200) of having
been a fifactory of cheap laugho and of staging leftist plays fithat threatened to destroy the importance
of the theater as an educational institution that actually had the aim to ennoble the artistic taste of the
audienceo. He denigrated the repertoire of the leading national theater as poisonous for the main the-
ater-goers, young intellectuals. As the new manager, he set out to rectify this. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte
u okupiranoj€&, p. 31; Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilikee, p. 211.)

47 Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbije€, pp. 4377438, 444, 448; 1dem, Prosvetno-kulturne prilike, p.
198; Manojlovil, O., fikulturni givot Beogradaé 0, p. 79; Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., p. 500;
Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, pp. 35736, 56757, 131, 221; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki
projekti€, pp. 2717272. In the stilted words of Jovan Popovil: fiToday, as Serbia treads the honest path
of renewal and when our whole cultural life has to undergo rebirth and revision of true national values,
the theater must also ynd its real expression in the spirit of that incipient renewal, because it is in the
interest of our national honor and of honor of our cultural life.0 (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&,
p. 28.) norle Peril said on the occasion of reopening of the National Theater that theater was fithe
strongest and the most intimate instrument of laying yrm foundations of healthy national and cultural
life.0 (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 204.) Ironically, the man saddled with the task
of reforming the National Theater, the lawyer Jovan Popovil, had made his name as actor in roles of
lovers and comedians in drawing-room comedies. (Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p.
79; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 346) Together with being the manager of the (Serbian)
National Theater, he was the head of the Section of Theatrical Performances with the Department of
State Propaganda, i.e. in one capacity he was his own supervisor in another. (Markovil, V., Teatri
okupirane prestonice€, p. 270.)

4 Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 213; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonicee,
pp. 210, 266. Wehrmacht soldiers had precedence when buying tickets for the Serbian National Theater
and they were entitled to 50% discount. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, p. 434.)

4 fiGostovanje Hamburgkog pozorigta u Beograduo, Srpska scena, June 1, 1942; Majdanac, B.,
Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 87, 93, 214, 603; Kerkez, S. nn, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, pp. 210,
22177222; Idem, Drugtvo, pp. 449, 459; Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina&, p. 231.

50 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 144.

1 Until the end of 1941 unemployed actors were a problem T partly caused by the inpux of refu-
gee actors from other Yugoslav territories. The Association of Actors wanted to ynd them jobs with the
help from Jonil and Velmar-Jankovil. Some new theaters were set up in order to accommodate them.
(Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 138, 140, 156; Kreso, M., Njemalka okupaciona
upravae, pp. 1331134.)
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T for which some of them would pay dearly after the communist take-over.>? The
people for their part had a strong desire to get away from bleak, and even tragic and
dangerous everyday life.>® The result was that there were never so many theaters in
Serbia® and never were they so full.®

But how did renewal of Serbian theater look like in practice? The German au-
thorities in Belgrade showed great interest in reopening of the National Theater.>® This
was also the wish of the collaborationist authorities since it was supposed to be the
beacon of whole theatrical life in the country.>” For the Germans, it was to be a place for
soldiers entertainment,® a sign of benevolence toward the conquered population and
a useful instrument of propaganda.®® The opera and the ballet of the National Theater
resumed working in summer and drama in September 1941.% It took more than a year

52 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, pp. 261, 2621264, 2677279; Petranovil, B., Srbija
u Drugom..., p. 505; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, pp. 2731274; Markovil, V., Teatri
okupirane prestonice€, p. 409. Some 150 artists were sacked from the National Theater alone after
the communists came to power. (Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 224; Petranovil, B.,
Srbija u Drugom..., p. 505.)

53 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, pp. 194, 199, 350, 427, 438, 467; Manojlovil, O.,
fikulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 81; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, pp. 4281430, 5771579;
MiliTevil, Nataga and Nikodijevil, Dugan, fiSvakodnevni givot u okupiranom Beograduo, in: Mililevil,
N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., p. 52. According to an article in the Obnova of Febru-
ary 10, 1942 the Belgrade audience liked all kinds of plays: drawing-room comedies, folksy pieces,
profound dramas as well as the well-known musical dramas and operas. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u
okupiranoje, p. 429.)

% Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbije€, pp. 140, 445; 1dem, Prosvetno-kulturne prilike, p. 207; Maj-
danac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, p. 604. For a full overview cf. Majdanac, passim.

55 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 194, 212, 215, 277, 321, 325, 329, 334,
3491350, 370; Mililevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., p. 52; Petranovil, B., Srbija
u Drugom..., p. 504; Manojlovil, O., ikulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 82; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u
okupiranoje&, p. 72, 103, 117, 396, 4287429, 480, 5777578, 6037604; MiliTevil, N., Nikodijevil', D.,
(eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., p. 533; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, pp. 1481149.

56 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 148.

57 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, pp. 158, 160.

% Shows for German soldiers were the only that were held at normal show-time. (Markovil', V,
Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 158.)

% Part of the propaganda were visits by German artists and actors. The Ministry of Education
supported these visits, as well as visits of Serbian artists in Germany, in the wish to prove the German-
Serbian friendship. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 195.) Another obvious means of
propaganda were German concerts in the National Theater and the Radio whose proceeds went to the
Serbian Red Cross. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 91; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada€&, pp.
15371154.)

% Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 148, 150, 152, 156, 158, 162; Manojlovil,
0., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 80; Kreso, p. 133. Kresods claim the Germans were interested
in restoring cultural life because of the uprising and for propaganda purposes (Kreso, M., Njemalka
okupaciona uprava€, p. 134) is correct only in its second part.
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before its main building could be restored.®! Meanwhile the Theater operated in its
auxiliary building and at the Kolaracds Popular University. The repertoire was partly
determined by these facts, but also by the fact that the theater worked also for German
needs T particularly through musical programs.®? The slightest changes could be intro-
duced in the repertoire of the opera and the ballet. These had to remain predominantly
foreign because the Serbs did not have such a long and rich tradition in these genres.%
Nevertheless, efforts were made during the war to have more Serbian opera and ballet
works on stage and particularly to include into plays adaptations of Serbian folk music
and dances, which went down extremely well with the audience. To this end, additional
musicians and dancers were employed.® According to some cultural ideologues, the
new Serbian ballet had to develop from folk dancing.®®

The drama was the actual touchstone of theatrical reform. The drama repertoire,
not only of the National Theater, was the thing which right-wing intellectuals had
criticized most. Under the new circumstances, the drama repertoire of the National
Theater had to be finationald and to set the standards for smaller theaters in Belgrade
and in the province.®® According to the wishes of the new powers-that-be the repertoire
was made more finationald, but not completely Serbian.®” Approximately less than
two thirds of plays were Serbian, more than one third foreign T not necessarily Ger-

51 The regime press made much hubbub about the restoration of the main building. It was pointed
out that the stage would be enlarged and equipped with the most modern theatrical gadgets. German
help in restoration of the Theater they themselves had damaged, was also emphasized. (Kerkez, S. n,
Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 2081209.)

82 During the 1941/42 season the National Theater staged 26 works, ten out of that number musi-
cal ones. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje, pp. 51153.)

88 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 43. The Association of Yugoslav Drama Authors
complained in 1930 that 90% of opera repertoire in Yugoslavia was foreign. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte
u okupiranoje&, p. 17.) The yrst ballet to be put on stage during WWII was filn the Morava Valleyo by
S. Nastasijevil. By a happy coincidence (or not?), that was the yrst Serbian ballet on the stage of the
National Theater in its history. (Kerkez, S. nn, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 216.) Within the musical
repertoire German music had its rightful place (Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 2147215;
Idem, Drugtvo, p. 450), although under German occupation this fact had a political meaning too.

8 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 211, 364.

% Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 20771208.

% Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., pp. 5041505; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, pp.
163, 177; Kerkez, S. 1., Drugtvo Srbije€, pp. 4367437; Idem, Prosvetno-kulturne prilike, p. 202; Stojanovil',
A., Ideje, politilki projekti€, p. 271. Nevertheless, the yrst drama performance was Elga by contemporary
German author Gerhard Hauptmann. (Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 208.)

%7 In their attempt at making a long-term plan of reforms (the fiSerbian Cultural/Civic Plano) the
collaborationist intellectuals made a fistandard Serbian theater repertoireo, i.e. a list of plays every Serb
should be acquainted with. It contained the basic Serbian classics of theater literature and Vladimir
Velmar-Jankovil was very much involved in its making. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestoniceé,
pp. 4547460; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, p. 354.)
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man.% Provincial and itinerant theaters (state owned and others) tended to follow the
tack of the National Theater. However, their repertoire was even more finationalo and
folksy than that of the central Belgrade theater. Therefore their repertoires were often
almost completely Serbian.®® This had to do with narrower provincial circumstances
and needs of traveling theaters that did not allow expensive d®cor and costumes, but
also with the local audience that was not so reyned as theater-goers in the capital and
whose taste was rather for the native and the well-known. Furthermore, as a rule they
had no opera and no ballet, which automatically eliminated a substantial portion of
foreign works from the repertoire. Thus the finationalo tack in them was a virtue out
of necessity. They played Serbian classic and some modern plays T preferably those
that depicted the idealized rural past.”® The same was true, even in a larger degree
of numerous village amateur theaters that mushroomed throughout the country with
the support of the Ministry of Education.” Amateur and childrents theaters abounded
also in small towns and in Belgrade itself.”

% \/olk, Petar, Pozorigni givot u Srbiji 183571944, Beograd, 1992, p. 275; Markovil, V., Teatri
okupirane prestonice€, p. 210; Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 80; Kerkez, S. n,
Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 215; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 603. During the yrst
season under occupation the National Theater had on its repertoire 89 Serbian, 51 German, 29 French, 5
Italian, 2 Spanish and 4 Hungarian shows. In Belgrade there were 1.041 Serbian and 625 foreign plays
in 1941. The proportion varied with different theaters. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestoniceé&, p.
252; Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 2151216; Idem, Drugtvo, pp. 4511452; Manojlovil'
Pintar, O., iDelusion and Amnesiaé 0, p. 99.) The Serbian National theater had 9 Serbian, 9 German, 4
French and one Italian plays on the repertoire in the season 1942/43. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupi-
ranoj€&, pp. 3977398.) In 1944 the ratio between Serbian and foreign plays in Belgrade was 868:607.
(Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 346.) Due to the liberation of Belgrade in October 1944
it is impossible to determine if the changing numbers and ratios would have become a trend.

 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, pp. 106, 108, 1107115, 23371234, 2391240; Kerkez,
S. ), Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 2181220; Idem, Drugtvo, pp. 4551457; norlevil, Bojan, Srpska
kultura pod okupacijom, Beograd, 2008, pp. 47, 49, 54. (hereafter: norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&);
Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., pp. 50471505. The exception to a degree were state-owned regional
theaters. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 219, 224.)

7 The dictator of Serbian theater, Jovan Popovil saw exactly in this provincial and old-fashioned
repertoire the source of renewal of the Serbian theater and its liberation from corrupt, alienating mod-
ernist inpuences. (Kerkez, S. rn, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 2027203.)

7 petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., p. 503. According to some data, there were 134 village
theaters at some point. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 195.) Majdanac mentiones 118
village theaters in mid-1942. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, p. 132.) During the whole 19417
1944 period not less than 228 village theaters were recorded. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&,
p. 246.) Amateur theaters were actually much more numerous than professional ones. (Majdanac, B.,
Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, p. 1227133, 1387140, 1447145, 2407244.)

72 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 1717177, 196, 231; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte
u okupiranoj€&, pp. 2407243; nordjevil, pp. 44745. In late June 1942 Jonil forbade the school-chil-
dren to take part in theatrical associations T allegedly not to waste the time they needed for learning
T although four months later regular mandatory shows (posela) in which only pupils featured, were
imposed. (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 174, 234, 2487249.)
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However, probably the most interesting theatrical phenomenon were numer-
ous Belgrade theaters. Some of them had higher artistic aspirations, but the majority
were proyt oriented theaters that catered to the popular need of entertainment. They
often played shorter peaces interlaced with singing and dancing. Some of them were
banned because their repertoires were deemed below the minimum standards set by
the authorities.” The problem for the Ministry of Education was that it was only partly
in charge of theaters. What made quality control more difycult was abolition of the
fitrash-taxo that had been paid on all but the most cultivated shows in the Kingdom
of Yugoslavia.”™ On the other hand, people needed entertainment and an escape from
reality. This explains how some contemporary plays, now completely forgotten could
become huge hits.” Many a serious actor had part-time jobs in these theaters.” Such
theaters played under all conditions: when Allied bombings made life in the center of
Belgrade dangerous, they moved to the periphery, sometimes playing out of doors.”
This kind of theaters had its opposite number in cabarets and variety shows whose
work was regulated by the ordnance of the Military Commander in Serbia of May
21, 1941. As with theaters, the Jews and the Gypsies could not work in them and
plays by Jewish and Gypsy authors were forbidden.™

Among numerous theaters, one deserves special mention because of its avowed
ideological mission. It was the theater of the Serbian Union of Work (SUW, Srbozar),
Nedil6s apology for trade unions. The institution was founded in February 1942 to take
care of industrial workers. One of the things that were meant to show the difference
between the old liberal order and the new order of national solidarity was caring for
cultural needs of the working class. At the same time, that was one of the ways to
wean the workers from Marxism and win them over for the finational community.o™

® Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp.11871122, 1527154, 1617167, 1747175, 2281233;
Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 1647171, 2127219, 2227230, 2691284, 3751382;
Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbije&, p. 454; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, pp. 2677271;
Manojlovil Pintar, O., fiDelusion and Amnesiaé 0, p. 100; Mililevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.),
Svakodnevni givot,.., p. 52; Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., p. 502; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, p.
151.

74 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, p. 157; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, p.
268.

75 The play A Minute After 12 by Mila Dimitrijevil played by Humor Center (Centrala za humor)
attracted 150.000 viewers in 1943. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj€&, pp. 231, 6061607; Markovil,
V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, pp. 2747277; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, p. 270.)

76 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje, p. 88.

7 Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 318, 323, 329,

® Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, 28, 306; Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&,
p. 1907191; Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 137.

™ fi0snivanje Srpske zajednice radad, NV, February 21, 1942; fiNovi zadaci srpske privredeo,
Obnova, May 28, 1942; fiSrpski radnik jule i danaso, Obnova, June 17, 1942; fiVi ste oni koji uzdigu
Srbiju i daju joj snaged, rekao je general Nedil radnicimad, Obnova, September 19, 1942; fiGta je
ulinjenoo, Obnova, September 25, 1942; fiRad i obnova Srbijed, Srpski radnik, 2,1, 1943; Z.P., fiNovi
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With this aim, good actors from state and regional theaters were taken over and
(even though requisites were lacking) one of the best Belgrade theaters was created.
Needles to say, the repertoire of the Srbozar Theater was predominantly Serbian, but
not so much as one would expect:® it was made up of national and historical works,
social comedies and foreign plays about the working class. Since the SUW was a
state-sponsored organization, the tickets for its theater were 75% cheaper than for
normal theaters. All this made this theater a considerable success.®! It experienced
changes of personnel and was eventually reorganized into two troops: one catered for
Serbian workers in Germany with entertaining and national program, and the other
played folksy pieces and stage adaptations of folk customs.®? In 1943 it also set up
local branch theaters in provincial places.® The Srbozar also wanted to encourage the
development of ideologically correct drama literature and organized a contest with
this aim.® The Drama Section of the compulsory youth labor service, the NSRS was
also set up as a political project. It had its own orchestra, occasional ballet-dancers
and a choir. Its program was predominantly Serbian, but it seems its chief achieve-
ment was to save some young intellectuals from mandatory labor.®

If we compare what actually went on in the Serbian theater during WWII with
the intentions of the ruling intellectuals, we must observe two things. On the one
hand, never had there been so many theaters in Serbia before. On the other, the
guantity failed to produce the quality. This does not mean there were no good plays.
Although most theaters and most plays were of lighter, entertaining kind, there were
serious achievements too, but the theater failed to produce the quality collaboration-
ist cultural politicians had hoped for. They did get a more national(ist) theater than
before, barren of experiments® and close to the people, but not the spiritual renais-

put vaspitanjao, Srpski radnik, 3,1, 1943; fiPutevi drugtvene obnoveo, NV, July 23, 1943; fiSaradnja
radnika i poslodavacao, Srpski radnik, 1, 2, 1944; fiNacionalno vaspitanje i socijalno staranje za nage
radnikeo, NV, February 18, 1944.

8 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, 11771118, 2257226; Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&,
p. 140. Out of 34 plays, 22 were Serbian T 12 of them popular pieces with singing, and 11 comedies.
(Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 373.)

81 M.Sk., 1100.000 radnika na kulturnim priredbamao, NV, December 9, 1942; Markovil, V.,
Teatri okupirane prestonice€, pp. 21971222.

& Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, pp. 3211323.

8 Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje, 181, 227.

8 The works had to be fipermeated with Serbian view of life and worko, and their basis had to
be fitopics from old Serbian cooperative lifeo. Furthermore, they had to have fia social and educational
aim.o (Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice&, p. 298.)

& Markovil, V., Teatri okupirane prestonice€, p. 385; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&,
p. 377; Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoj&, pp. 2431244; Stefanovil, Mladen, Zbor Dimitrija
Ljotila 193471945, Beograd, 1984, p. 214.

% In Belgrade the Artistic Theater strove to maintain an experimental reading of dramatist
literature, but was eventually closed down in January 1943 although the share of Serbian authors on
its repertoire had been larger than that of the National Theater. Their premises were given over to the
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sance they had dreamed of:®” the control of the collaborationist authorities was too
weak to impose the proclaimed standards. The Germans for their part were happy to
have their soldiers entertained by German and Serbian artists and musicians, and to
make sure the Serbs also had their fun so as not to make troubles for them. And the
people? They desperately needed something to make their tragic lives a bit brighter.
In other words, this means that, as in other spheres, the German interests had prec-
edence over the wishes of the Serbian collaborators. The difference was that in the
case of theater it happened more spontaneously, not so much thanks to what had
been imposed from above, but more due to the needs of the actors to earn their daily
bread and the people to forget.

An important yeld of culture, closely linked with theater is literature. Because
of that, and because some of the leading collaborationists were literati themselves,
it was to be expected that reform of literature would have an important place in their
overall plans for rejuvenation of the Serbian nation. However, as in other yelds, the
collaborationist intellectuals saw the inter-war period as the time of decadence in
literature too.8 According to them during that time the Serbian literature succumbed to
alien and nefarious modern inpuences from the West. This meant complete rejection
of modernism and Yugoslavism that were allegedly meant to disorient the Serbian
people.® This entailed denigration not only of modernist authors, but of their fore-
runners such as the venerable idol of the pre-WW]1 pro-Yugoslav generation, Jovan
Skerlil . To be sure, the adherents of the inpuential extreme right-wing movement
the Zbor were most vociferous in strayng modern literature, linking it (not completely
unjustiyably) with communism.®! For these reasons the Department of Literature and
Arts of the Ministry of Education set out to revise literary and artistic heritage and
to redirect creativity to the finew ways0.%

commercial and entertaining Center for Humor. (Majdanac, B., Pozorigte u okupiranoje&, pp. 961101;
\olk, pp. 4831484.)

8 In 1941 Velmar-Jankovil wanted the Serbian theater to become fithe most cherished expres-
sion of spiritual strivings that are incarnated in theatrical and national creationd. (Stojanovil, A., Ideje,
politilki projektie, p. 271.)

8 Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 158. Velmar-Jankovil accused the literature of the inter-war
Yugoslavia of being escapist and books of being just ornament in rich mends drawing-rooms. (Vel-
mar-Jankovil, Vladimir, iMogulnosti nageg knjigevnog stvaranjad, Obnova, May 27, 1942. Cf. also
Kovalevil, Damnjan, fiDan srpske knjigeo, NV, February 27, 1942.)

® Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 200; norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 72174,
81784. Former Yugoslavs and modernists such as Svetozar Stefanovil and Velibor Jonil were among
the detractors. (Cf. Stevanovil, Svetislav, iMogulnosti nageg knjigevnog stvaralagtvad, Obnova, June
23,1942.)

% Gkodril, Lj., Bondgil, D., iStvaranje idealnog tipaé 0, p. 227. Dimitrije Najdanovil denigrated
the Serbian proto-socialist Svetozar Markovil as Skerlils precursor and accused his literary critique
of being fidestructiveo. (Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, p. 136.)

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 83.

%2 Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna€, 135.
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The finew wayso meant fireinvention of traditiono in the yeld of literature too.
The new literature was meant to be suckled from the sources of the Serbian Medieval
literature on one hand, and to deal with the quaint world of the idealized village of
yore on the other. The old literature was to be reissued, researched and publicized for
ediycation of young generations.*® The good thing at that is that several important
studies of Medieval works by serious scholars appeared. % The new literature was to
be above all national(ist).% Since the collaborationist thinkers equated terms finationald
and fimoderno, the new literature was to be in keeping with current nationalist ideas
in Germany.®® The German example was to be emulated, complete with burning of
books.*” The modern nationalist literature had to clear the confused political, social,
artistic and other terms. This means, it had to be national, in the spirit of realism,
renewal and in the tradition of the founder of the Serbian autocephalous Church, St.
Sava (svetosavlje) and patriarchal values.®®

This was easier said than done. Firstly no national literature can produce mira-
cles in just three and half years. Secondly, a literature needs freedom to produce
decent works over longer period of time. Thirdly, most of Serbiats prominent writers
abstained from collaborationist efforts to create a new literature or were far away.
Among those who counted as top-notch Serbian authors of the time, only several
were willing to collaborate. One of them was Milan Kaganin, art and literary his-
torian and writer, who remained active in running the Museum of Prince Paul and
writing and publishing on art.®® The wave of nostalgia for the Middle Ages (partly
created by himself) was favorable for his activities. Desanka Maksimovil who be-
came prominent during the inter-war period, continued to publish, but only books
for children.’® Todor Manojlovil, a modernist poet and art critic published articles
and poems and held occasional lectures.’®* The poet Svetislav Stefanovil had openly

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura€, pp. 1617165. Praising of the Middle Ages is typical of more
or less all European nationalisms, but here it had an additional function of denigrating Skerlil even
further. (norLevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 159.)

% nortevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 165, 168.

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 73174, 78.

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 75176.

9 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 76; fiUgledajmo se na Nemce: jedan predlog preispitivanju
pojmova o knjigama za narodo, Obnova, November 17, 1941; V. fiPotreba kontrole knjigarskog trgigtao,
Obnova, November 20, 1941. J. Maril demanded that communist works that had allegedly still been
displayed in book-store windows be burned. (J. Maril, fiUnigtite Lubre!d, NB, May 24, 1942.)

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 80.

% norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 90T91; Lirkovil, Simo C, Ko je ko u Nedilevoj Srbiji
194171944: Leksikon lilnosti: Slika jedne zabranjene epohe, Beograd, 2009, pp. 2581259. (hereafter:
Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko&)

0 norlevil, B., Srpska kulturaé, p. 94; Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko€, pp. 3047305. After WWII
she would publish a touching poem A Bloody Fairy-Tale, about the massacre in Kragujevac on October
21,1941,

1 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 94196; Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko€, pp. 3077308.
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embraced fascist ideology already before WWII. During the war he was very active,
especially as propagandist. He was the head of the appointed management of the
Serbian Book Cooperative (SBC). As such he strove to inpuence the development of
the Serbian literature by favoring certain authors and suppressing others.%? During
his watch, the SBC bought 72 manuscripts, but published only 12 books T not all of
them literary. Probably the most important were two anthologies of Serbian lyrics
that were meant to set the new literary canon.'®® The poet and Shakespeare transla-
tor Sima Pandurovil was also more active as propagandist and member of the SBC
administration than as a poet.'*

The short story that marked the development of the Serbian literature between
the world wars, all but died under the collaborationist regime.'%® The leading weekly
of the regime, the Srpski narod, was the only institution trying to revive it. The new
literature was to be the arch-conservative version of the traditional prose dealing
with peasants and their attachment to the soil and their social and moral problems,
a Serbian version of Blood and Soil (Blut und Boden, Blubo) literature. Together
with propaganda speeches it was deemed the best way to inpuence the morality and
behavior of the masses. They had to be restored so as to mach those of the figood old
times0.1%¢ The best examples of such literature were delivered by Dragutin Hlil-Jejo,
a pre-war conservative author of novels, short stories and dramas whose work never
ranked among the pinnacles of the Serbian literature. He had the ambition to deal
with problems of Serbian peasants, but during the occupation his art was additionally
restricted by the desire to please the high-priests of the collaborationist culture. He
won the yrst prize at the short-story contest the leading collaborationist newspaper
the Srpski narod organized in 1943 with the didactic folksy story Death of a Serbian
Farmer, preaching patriarchal mores. Although written in the style that wanted to
emulate that of the 19" classic Laza Lazarevil, IIiI'—Jejo never had the talent to come
nowhere close to the master.2” 1lil-Jejo and Laza Lazarevil were models of Dugan

12 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura€, pp. 1187122; Trgovlevil, Ljubinka, Istorija Srpske knjigevne
zadruge, Beograd, 1992, pp. 77v100. (Trgovlevil, Lj., Istorija Srpske knjijevne zadruga&); Grba,
Milan, fiSvetislav Stefanovil: Prilog za biograyjuo, Zbornik istorijskih muzeja Srbije, 27, 1993, pp.
79782; Puzil, Predrag, Lomala za Sensa: Zlolin i kazna Svetislava Stefanovila, Sremski Karlovci,
2003, pp. 27739. (hereafter: Puzil, P., Lomala za Sensa&); Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko&, p. 463 Nikolil,
K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 158.

102 pyzil, P, Lomala za Sensa€, pp. 29730; Trgovlevil, Lj., Istorija Srpske knjigevne zadrugae,
pp. 94; Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 158.

104 Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti€, pp. 2551256, 333; Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko&, p. 390;
sr/Wikipedia.org/sr/Sima_Pandurovic, accessed June 28, 2015.

105 r,lorILeviI', B., Srpska kultura&, p. 128.

16 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 1297130.

17 Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti€, pp. 2657266; Idem, fiNaga kulturna orijentacijao: na-
cionalna kulturna politika vlade Milana Nedila i pitanje fipreobragaja na stranicama kolaboracionistilke
gtamped, in: Stojanovil, Aleksandar (ed.), Kolaboracionistilka gtampa u Srbiji 194171944, Beograd,
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nuril, who won the second prize at the above mentioned contest. He also wrote stories
about the peasants from his native banks of the Drina. They too idealized country
life and mores of old but due to his smaller talent they were even more kitsch than
Jejots. %8 Not more successful were Bosiljka Pavkovil, a refugee teacher from Lika in
Croatia, the basically town writer Nikola Trajkovil, mariner-cum-journalist Mladen
St. nurilil, and poets Veljko Sugil and Veselin Filipovil.*® Thus the attempt of the
collaborationist cultural politicians to redirect the Serbian literature backwards so as
to make it appeal to the peasants whom they wanted to cajole into accepting the New
Order was a pop beyond compare among their endeavors. What appeared in the press
would be practically worthless even in a less developed literature. Small wonder that
the dwarfs of the regime-sponsored literature soon vanished into oblivion once they
got into the shadow of Serbian literary giants that would rise after WWI11.10

The only literature that pourished in Serbia during the wartime, was political
propaganda literature.' Since it falls neither into the category of literature in the real
meaning of the word, nor in that of culture, only efforts at publishing books that were
meant to shape the culture will be mentioned here. The main publishing house was
Jugoistok A.D. (South-East Inc.) that was the collaborationist incarnation of Geca
Konbs publishing house.'2 After the lawful owner, one of the pillars of cultural life

2015, p. 210; norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 1307132; Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko&, pp. 2117212;
Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, 137; Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 159.

18 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, pp. 1321134; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, pp.
26671267; Idem, fiNaga duhovna orijentacijao, pp. 2111212.

109 Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, p. 137; norl:evil', B., Srpska kulturae, pp. 1357137,
Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&, p. 264; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada€&, p. 159.

10 norlevil, B., Srpska kultura€, pp. 1377138. The Serbian literature would reach its maturity
only after WWII with a legion of great novelists, some of whom (Ivo Andril, Danilo Kig, Milorad
Pavil) become renowned around the world. Having failed to spur the living luminaries to collaborate,
the powers-that-be recruited the dead classical authors for their cause. Thus Gojko Tabakovil expounded
that Laza Lazarevil and Janko Veselinovil opposed individualism in their works. (Tabakovil, Gojko,
fiLaza Lazarevil i Janko Veselinovil protiv individualistilkog shvatanjad, NB, August 16, 1942.) Others
tried to portray Jovan Sterija Popovil, nura Jakgil and Jovan Jovanovil Zmaj as anti-Semites by using
couple of quotations unfavorable for the Jews. (norlevil, B., Srpska kultura&, p. 87.) Foreign classics
such as Dostoyevsky and Dickens were also used for the same goal. (Gerun, Branko, fiDostojevski o
Jevrejimag, NB, July 26, 1942; Mililevil, Aleksandar, fiTip Jevrejina kroz prizmu velikog engleskog
romanopiscad, NB, January 4, 1942; Ibid., 11, NB, January 18, 1942.) Interestingly enough in two large
articles Mililevil uses Uriah Heep from David Copperyeld as an example of a typical wicked Jew
(although Dickens never identiyes him as such!) and not the real villain, Fagin from Oliver Twist, who
is identiyed as a Jew. Strangely, Gustav Freytagés Debit and Credit and Shakespeareis Merchant of
Venice were not mentioned in this context. In Freytagés case, the reason might have been the fact that
in his novel a bad Jew is opposed by a good one.

n Manojlovil', 0., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 85; Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 152.

112 Geca Kon was a Hungarian Jew who opened a book-store in Belgrade in 1901. Four years later
he went into publishing too. During WWI he was imprisoned in the concentration camp in Hungary for
publishing a patriotic calendar in 1915. After WWI his business thrived and he became owner of one of
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in Serbia had been arrested, his books-store and publishing house were put under
commissary management. In 1942 they were sold to the Jugoistok publishing house
that had churned out German propaganda books since 1937. While Geca Kon had
been accused by right-wing intellectuals of poisoning Serbian culture by leftist works
and pornography,™ the Jugoistok set out to supply the Serbian reading public with
politically and ideologically correct works T nationalist and pro-German. Like its
predecessor it had several editions'*4 but due to the wartime lack of paper and short
time it could not compete with yearly production of Geca Kon. Another old and
established publishing house that had been harnessed to the interests of the regime
was the Serbian Book Cooperative. It was to be more peasants-oriented and revise
the history of Serbian literature,'*® but eventually its results were meager.'

the largest publishing houses in Yugoslavia. He supported development of Serbian literature and poor
Serbian writers, but also published works (literature, science, philosophy) by many foreign authors of
different ideological persuasion. He was murdered by the Nazis in 1941. (Cf. Starlevil, Velimir, Knjiga
0 Geci Konu, Beograd, 1992; K©stner, Christina, fiDas Schicksal des Belgrader Verlags Geca Konf,
Mitteilungen der Gesellschaft f;r Buchforschung in ¥sterreich, 1, 2005. [hereafter: KOstner, C., iDas
Schicksal des Belgraderé fi]; Lirkovil, S. C, Ko je ko€, p. 268.) Without mentioning Kon by name,
Velmar-Jankovil averred publishing houses in Yugoslavia worked in the interest of various fiinterna-
tionalsfi without being hindered by the government. (Velmar-Jankovil, Vladimir, iMogulnosti nageg
knjigevnog stvaranjad Obnova, May 27, 1942.) M. Skrbil mentioned him, together with other publish-
ing houses (predominantly from Zagreb!) and berated him for publishing Marxds Capital. (Skrbil, M,
fiOd pornograyje do Marksa, od gkolskih klupa do gumskih razbojnigtavao, NB, January 4, 1942.) Geca
Kon had been accused by anti-Semites of spreading communism already before WWII, and in typical
anti-Semitic fashion, in the same breath of being an dishonest capitalist. (Koljanin, Milan, Jevreji i
antisemitizam u Kraljevini Jugoslaviji 191971941, Beograd 2008, pp. 4077408.)

113 Kons critics conveniently forgot that he also published works of the extreme rightiwing thinker
Milosav Vasiljevil and that he was great importer of German books. (K®stner, C., fiDas Schicksal des
Belgraderé fi, pp. 14715; Subotil, D., Organska misao€&, I, p. 70.)

14 Manojlovil', 0., fiKulturni givot Beogradaé o, p. 85; Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 152.0 Za
zdravu nacionalnu knjigud, NB, December 28, 1941;0 lzdavalka delatnost u Srbijio, Obnova, August 6,
1942. The article accused the Jews of having systematically poisoned the Serbian people with worthless,
destructive and un-national literature. Because of that, allegedly, the interest of the people in reading
disappeared. Dr. n. SI. [probably noko Slijeplevil] fulminated against leftist literature published by the
Nolit. According to him, communist books were 20% cheaper than other books. (Dr. SI. ., fiLevilarska
literatureo, Obnova, September 8, 1942.) The blame for spreading communist propaganda was put on
Nolités books in other articles. (P. S, fiKako su stvarani komunistilki banditi kod naso, Obnova, May 20,
1942; fiJedan od podvigao, Obnova, October 12, 1943.) Other publishing houses accused of publishing
communist literature in Jewish interest were Kosmos, Plejada, Minerva and Binoza. (Skrbil, M, iOd
pornograyje do Marksa, od gkolskih klupa do gumskih razbojnigtavad, NB, January 4, 1942; iOd jutros
u Garaganinovoj ulicio, Obnova, September 2, 1942.)

15 ], B., fiNova uprava Srpske knjigevne zadrugeo, Srpska scena, July 1, 1942. The new man-
agement professed to rectify injustices committed against certain authors during the inter-war period
(- including some of their own number.) Cf. also Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina€, pp. 2397240.

us Cf. Trgovlevil, Lj., Istorija Srpske knjigevne zadruga&, pp. 757100; Stojanovil, A., Ideje,
politilki projekti&, 2501262; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada€&, p. 158.
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Despite all these difyculties, (part of the) people liked to read. There are testimo-
nies that people read much and that books sold extremely well. However, these were
not only new books, but it seems rather the old, pre-war editions. For that reason a
number of antiquarian book-stores sprang up in Belgrade.'” Understandably, a large
number of German books was imported T some 250.000 copies during the yrst two
years of occupation.’® According to the newspapersd report, people from all walks
of life bought books, but yction was the least in demand. Allegedly 20.000 copies of
Hitlerés iMein Kampfo were sold.*® Part of the books was certainly sold to German
soldiers and ofycials, but part was probably consumed by the locals since tradition
of importing and reading German books among educated Serbs went way back to
19" century.'?

However, the most popular entertainment, especially with the young, was
cinema. This was so already before WWI1.12 The repertoire was made up mostly of
second-rate American, Hungarian, German and Austrian ylms.*?2 Domestic movie
production in Yugoslavia was negligible due to lack of capital, know-how and not
least opposition of the ylms-importing lobby. The few that were made imitated
Western models. Furthermore, none of them was made in Serbia.'?® Soon after the

U7 filzdavalka delatnost u Srbijio, Obnova, August 6, 1942; fiKroz knjigarske izlogeo, Obnova,
May 15, 1943. According to the author of the yrst article that was because people could ynally get
good, healthy books. However, another journalist claimed all sorts of fiunhealthyo books were sold at
antiquarian book-stores. (V., fiPotreba kontrole knjigarskog trgigtad, Obnova, November 20, 1941.)

18 fiKroz knjigarske izloged, Obnova, May 15, 1943; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&,
197; norl;evil', B., Srpska kulturae, p. 75; Milosavljevil', 0., Potisnuta istina&, p. 48.

19 fikroz knjigarske izloged, Obnova, May 15, 1943.

20 According to German sources, Geca Kon also derived substantial portion of his proyts from
import of German books. (K®stner, C., fiDas Schicksal des Belgraderé fi, p. 15.) German manuals,
technical and medical books and works on history of arts sold well even before WWII when French
books dominated the market. (fiKroz knjigarske izloged, Obnova, May 15, 1943.)

121 Zupan, Zdravko, Vek stripa u Srbiji, Panlevo, 2007, p. 24. In 1939 Belgrade cinemas had 15.000
seats. (Simil, Bojan, In the Spirit of National Ideology. Organization of State Propaganda in Eastern
and Southeastern Europe in the 1930s: Comparative Perspectives on Poland, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria,
Beograd, 2013 p. 177. [hereafter: Simil, B., In the Spirit&]) To be sure, the number of seats in the
province legged far behind that. In Belgrade itself, the number of seats was also smaller under German
occupation (11.800) due to destruction of several cinemas in the April bombings in 1941. (Koljanin,
Milan, fiFilmska propaganda T uvod u holocausto, Godignjak za drugtvenu istoriju, 1, 7, 2000, p. 46.
(hereafter: Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé 0); Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 708.)

122 Gimil, B., In the Spirité , p. 177.

22 \folk, Petar, Istorija jugoslovenskog ylma, Beograd, 1986, pp. 76, 89; Goulding, Daniel J,
Jugoslavensko ylmsko iskustvo 1945.12001. T osloboleni yIm, Zagreb 2004, pp. 172; Calic, Marie-
Janin, Geschichte Jugoslaweins im 20. Jahrhundert, Bonn 2010, pp. 1117112. To be sure, under the
occupation the blame for lack of Serbian cinematographic industry was put on the Jews, who allegedly
had precluded its development. (Kotur, Krstivoje, fiNegativni uticaj na nage kulturno stvaranje: Uloga
jevrejstva u nagoj ylmskoj industriji: Zagto domali yIm nije do danas mogao da uspeo, Obnova, August
28, 1941; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 713.)
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occupation, the German Commander in Serbia issued the Ordnance on Function-
ing of Movie-Theaters and Leasing of Films on May 25, 1941.%2* The yrst cinema
in Belgrade opened already on April 28, 1941. As could be expected, it catered for
German soldiers. The yrst cinema for the locals opened on May 5, 1941.1%° Foreign
names of movie theaters were changed to Serbian,?* as part of the campaign of fina-
tionalizationo of names of streets, restaurants, and hotels.*?’

At yrst the only ylm distributing company that was allowed to continue working
was Tesla Film Inc., the German company that had imported German ylms already
before the war. Cinemas could rent ylms only from this company hidden behind the
name of the great Serbian inventor.!?® In August 1941 another such company was
founded Jugoistok-Film (South-East Film), but to all intents it was a branch of the
German ylm giant UFA. Soon it became the greatest yIm importer and distributor in
the occupied Serbia.’?® Out of several smaller importing companies, the Union Film
was created with norle S. Savil as owner. The company specialized in importing
French, Italian and Spanish ylms. The Dunav Film, set up in December 1942 wanted
to specialize in importing Italian movies, but the German authorities limited this
competition to German ylms by installing a German at its helm.*®

Films fulylled several goals in wartime Serbia. The yrst one was obvious:
entertainment. In normal times, that is the goal of most ylms. Since people, even
under occupation, need entertainment, cinemas continued to cater to that need. Most
ylms shown in Serbia were, of course, German. During the occupation 281 German,
61 Hungarian, 39 Italian, 15 Czech, 14 French, 8 Spanish, 3 Swedish, 3 Finnish, 1
Norwegian, 1 Danish, 1 Japanese and 1 American ylm played in Serbian cinemas.**!
Although the vast majority of ylms came from enemy countries, the Serbian view-
ers pocked to movie theaters.**? Their main fare were light and entertaining German
musicals (such as fiChords of Love0), comedies, adventure ylms about Africa (i No

124 The Ordnance was valid retroactively from May 1, 1941. (Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&,
p. 693.)

125 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, p. 705. German soldiers and persons accompanying them
had 50% discount on cinema tickets. (Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina&, p. 52.)

126 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, p. 706.

127 These arch-national names must have looked bitterly ironic beside German language signs,
plaques and yngerposts.

128 Njkolil, K., Strah i nada€&, p. 154; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp. 693, 698.

129 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, pp. 6987699.

130 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vladeé&, p. 699.

181 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, p. 43; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, p. 708;
Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 235; Idem, Drugtvo, p. 475, 478. The only American ylm
was Disneyts Snow-white T since it was made after a German fairy-tale. (Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda
vladeé&, pp. 7057706.) Other American ylms were berated as degenerated and amoral. (Nikolil, K.,
Strah i nada€, pp. 154, 156.)

2 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp. 704, 707, Manojlovil', 0., fiKulturni givot Beo-
gradaé o, p. 87. Mililevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., pp. 52, 284, 366, 388, 421,
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Returno, fiVictor over Death0) historical spectacles (fiCatherine 110) and fantasies
(fiBaron M¢,nchhauseng, fiThe Golden City0), although some distinctly propaganda-
tinged ylms (fil want to liveo, fiHer great Sacriyce0) were also among the box-ofyce
hits.1® Especially the young were regular cinema-goers®* T which did not go down
well with some patriots.™*> Apart from spreading German fisoft powero feature ylms
were used for some hard sell of propaganda messages. This concerned above else
anti-Semitic ylms such as fiS¢,C the Jewo, fiRothschildo and fiThe Eternal Jewo. The
yrst two were shown with much hullabaloo in the press. Veit Harlands iS¢C the
Jewo, although inspired by historical events in Wuertemberg in 18" century, was
used to stir anti-Semitic sentiments T at yrst in the Third Reich (in 1940)** and then
in occupied Serbia®®” (and elsewhere). Milan Koljanin deems the Belgrade premiere
coincided on purpose with the yrst mass shootings of hostages (August 1941) and
its reruns in September and November of the same year with further actions against
the Jews T shootings and rounding up of Jewish women and children.® Even if the
timing was a coincidence, the fact is that the ylm, as well as others of that kind, was
a direct function of the holocaust. fiRothschildo played for the yrst time in January
1942 and served the double purpose of denigrating both the Jews and the British. It
had three re-runs during 1942.1° The documentary movie fiThe Eternal Jewo played
for just three days in just one cinema in August 1942 without press coverage. After

426, 533; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, p. 101. By 1943 there were 8 million cinema-goers in Serbia.
(Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, p. 47.)

13 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, pp. 46T47; Manojlovil, O., fiKulturni givot Beo-
gradaé o, p. 87; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, p. 7077708; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, p. 155;
Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, pp. 2367239; Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, p. 142.
fiThe Golden Cityo was seen by 108.000 viewers. The taste of cinema-goers in the post-war Yugoslavia
was no different: people overwhelmingly preferred light and entertaining ylms to high-brow artistic
works with a message. (Janjetovil, pp. 179, 1821183, 1887189, 2097212.)

134 Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 101. This is normal cinema behavior even in peace-time.
(Janjetovil, Od internacionale..., pp. 189, 2107211, 213; Beograd: Sociologka studija, Beograd 1977,
pp. 2491250.)

135 MiliTevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., pp. 363, 366, 388, 421, 533.

% Reichds propaganda minister, Goebbels bankrolled the ylm with 2 million Reichsmarks. It
was to show how the Jews (here personiyed by high-class usurer Joseph S¢,G-Oppenheimer) with dirty
tricks exploited the Christians. Although it was based on Lion Foichtwangerés novel, it bore no resem-
blance to it. After it was shown in Germany, violence against the Jews and their institutions ensued.
The ylm was to awake understanding for harsh anti-Semitic measures of the Nazi regime. (Bed, rftig,
Friedmann, Drites Reich und Zweiter Weltkrieg: Das Lexikon, M¢nchen, Z¢rich 2004, pp. 2531254.
[hereafter: Bed, rftig, F., Drites Reiche]) According to an article in the Obnova, the ylm was based not
on Foichtwangerds novel but on one by J.R. George T that was translated and published in Serbia too
in 1943. (fiNajnovija izdanja fiProsvetne zajedniceo, Obnova, December 3, 1943.)

137 Mihailovil, Vas, fiJevrejin Zisfi, NB, August 16, 1942.

13 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, p. 45; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vladeé&, p. 714.

13 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé 0, pp. 45T46; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp.
715; fiBitka kod Vaterloa i Rolildifi, NV, January 18, 1942.
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that anti-Semitic feature ylms disappeared from the repertoire T probably because
the fAiJewish questiond had been fisolvedo in Serbia by that time.** However, anti-
Semitism remained part and parcel of propaganda news-reels shown in all cinemas
before feature ylms.14

News-reels were made under the name UFA Magazine. They published news from
all over Europe. The seat of the UFA branch ofyce for South-Eastern Europe was in
Vienna. German news-reels were dubbed in local languages there, including Serbian.
Since late 1942 when a branch of Film Reportage of the German Film Chamber was
set up in Belgrade, the UFA news-reels got footages made in Serbia too. Events from
cultural and everyday-life, ofycial ceremonies, struggle against the communists and
other events were ylmed.**? In late 1943 Serbian news-reels fiThe New Serbia0 hit the
cinemas. They followed the main propaganda tack set by the Germans.1#®

The Ministry of Education launched showing of educational ylms at the Kolarac
Popular University. The ylms came from the archives of the University and most of
them dealt with biology, medicine, hygiene and geography. Some of them were shown
in branches of the Kolarac Popular University in Kragujevac, Kraljevo, Valjevo and Nig.
The Ministry of Education made efforts to show these ylms to villagers and to make
enough copies of such ylms for school-children.*** The Serbian Union of Work was also
engaged in showing movies to workers T albeit not necessarily educational ones.'*

Films could have a special role as means of propaganda even when they were not
made as propaganda ylms or news-reels. Thus much ado was made in the collaboration-
ist press over the yrst subtitles in Cyrillic alphabet. The former Yugoslav censorship
and yet again the fiZagreb Jewsd who represented importers of American, British and
French ylm companies were blamed for lack of them during the inter-war period. They
were also accused of corrupting the language of translations, opening thus the way for
editions of the (leftist publishing house) Nolit!*¢ and the parlance of Titods government.

140 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, p. 46.

41 Koljanin, M., fiFilmska propagandaé o, p. 47.

42 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, pp. 6977698.

13 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, pp. 7037704; Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne pri-
like€, p. 237; Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna€, 142. Marijana Mraovil has established a direct link
and temporal coincidence between coverage of certain events and topics in the press and in news-reels,
which testiyes to well coordinated propaganda. (Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, p. 699.)

44 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€&, pp. 7087710; Stojanovil, A., Ideje, politilki projekti&,
272.

15 fiUspeh radnilkih bioskopskih pretstava u Beogradud, NB, June 27, 1942; fiBioskopske pret-
stave za radniked, NV, September 6, 1942; Sk, M, i100.000 radnika na kulturnim priredbama¢, Obnova,
December 9, 1942; fiBioskopske pretstave za radnike na obaveznom radud, Obnova, December 13,
1943; Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, p. 712; Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbije€, p. 476; Kilibarda,
D., Prosvetno-kulturna€, p. 141. Some of the feature ylms shown by the Serbian Union of Work had
a distinct propagandist pavor.

146 Cf. supra.
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Aregime journalist complained: fiDid the Serbs have to wait for the Germans to come
as occupiers to Serbia to get their own language and alphabet in cinema?6'4’

Equally great public attention was devoted to the yrst Serbian feature ylms. The
yrst one, AiThe King of Aird was made during 1930s and shown for the yrst time on
January 6, 1942. It contained yve stunts of the famous acrobat Dragoljub Aleksil.
The authorities were glad that he gave part of the proyt for iWinter Helpo* In spring
of 1942 Aleksil was allowed to embark on a more ambitious project: the feature yIm
called filnnocence Without Protectiono. It was hailed as the yrst ylm in Serbian, inter-
laced with folk music and dances. As such it ytted perfectly the prevailing nationalist
atmosphere. It was released early in 1943. Critics praised the technical part of the
project, but were critical of the artistic one. Nevertheless, since the ylm was the yrst
Serbian ever, it still managed to attract some 60.000 viewers.'*® Stevan Migkovil',
the cameraman who worked with Aleksil, opened his own atelier in spring 1943 and
started making short animated propaganda ylms, three to yve minutes long. In them
he praised German war effort and ideology. He would join seven of them into Weekly
Surveys that were regularly shown in cinemas before feature ylms.*°

It can be said that ylms fulylled but incompletely the function German and Ser-
bian propagandists had allotted them. Firstly, movies were not present everywhere.
Their showing was conyned to Belgrade and larger towns. People who did go to the
movies were primarily interested in having fun. This was proven by the kind of ylms
that had most viewers. On the other hand there are clear signs that most of the people
did not buy propaganda T from the newspapers or ylms T when it contradicted real-
ity, other sources of information and sometimes their wishes. Thus, one can safely
presume that German ylm propaganda increasingly lost its effectiveness with German
military and political set-backs that could not remain hidden from the populace. Sadly,
the most valuable yIms T the educational ones T could reach the smallest number of
viewers. Finally, making movies is a rather costly sport. The collaborationist authori-
ties did not have the resources to launch their own ylm production for promoting

47 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade&, pp. 7167717; Kerkez, S. n., Drugtvo Srbijeé&, p. 477.
Velibor Jonil, Tanasije Dinil and Dr. norLe Peril were present at the premiere of the yrst ylm with Cyril-
lic subtitles in January 1944. Vladimir Velmar-Jankovil was one of the two speakers on the occasion.

148 A charity scheme on German model and with the same name. (In Germany it was organized in
1931 and kidnapped by the Nazis in 1933. It was used for propaganda goals T for furthering finational
communityo and solidarity T whereas the recipients had to be politically and racially ficorrecto. Bed; rf-
tig, F., Drites Reich€, pp. 5377538; Grunberger, Richard, The 12-year Reich: A Social History of Nazi
Germany 1933711945, New York, 1972, pp. 29, 86187, 122, 208; Taylor, James and Shaw, Warren, A
Dictionary of the Third Reich, London, Glasgow, Toronto, Sydney, Auckland, 1988, pp. 380.)

19 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, pp. 7007702; Nikolil, K., Strah i nada&, pp. 1557156;
Kerkez, S. nn, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike&, p. 237. The author was indicted for collaboration after the
war, but luckily acquitted in 1946.

150 Mraovil, M. T, Propaganda vlade€, p. 703.
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their nationalist values T even though they had been freed from obstructions on part
of the importing lobby of the iZagreb Jewso.

Finally another yeld of culture deserves brief mention in this survey: art. Brief
not because art is not important in general, but because it was not of primary im-
portance either for the Germans or the collaborationist authorities. It did have its
signiycance and tasks within the plan of general renewal of national values, similar
to those of other yelds of cultural activity. Art, just like literature or theater, was to
instill the correct ideological values into the people, whereas only the chosen were
to be artists, since art was considered fidivine revelation.0** Stilted words were
meant to hide propagandist intentions. The pre-war art was seen as degenerated as
other branches of culture.’ Allegedly, the fiJewish presso encouraged and popular-
ized modernist art that most people did not understand. Some branches of painting,
such as large compositions and portraits as well as the fiSerbian-Byzantineo painting
that allegedly should have been the basis of Serbian art, were completely neglected.
Public monuments were commissioned not from the best, but from those with good
connections in certain cliques. Artistic youth was not given sufycient training and
directed towards looking for a national style in art. Instead of copying frescoes at
monasteries, they had trodden down dangerous artistic and political paths, as a critic
put it.5® Like other intellectuals, Serbian artist had allegedly brought degenerated
art from Paris with the aid of the Jews and Free Masons.** The Serbian policeman
number one and Head of the Administration of the City of Belgrade Dragi Jovanovil,
agreed expertly with this in his speech on occasion of opening of the yrst art exhi-
bition at the Belgrade fortress, Kalemegdan, in June 1942. He said art should not
be commerce any longer. According to him, real art liberated, relaxed, puriyed,
reestablished disturbed harmony and balance needed for normal life. Art had to be
national yrst and through that quality part of general humanity. The newer Serbian
art [i.e form the inter-war period] did not have its style, whereas the older one [i.e.
Medieval] had had.*® The new art, like all culture, had to be distinctly Serbian.!* In
other words, nationalism was order of the day in art as in all other spheres. However,
most exhibitions during the occupation were not artistic but political:*" their aims
were to spread ideological propaganda.

Despite that, the regime had interest in opening museums. To be sure, they were
not the places that attracted huge crowds of visitors but the powers-that-be needed

51 Kilibarda, D., Prosvetno-kulturna&, p. 138.

%2 fiDva napisa g. Svetomira Nastasijevil'aé, Srpska scena, January 16, 1942; Mila!il', I, iMod-
ernomanijad, NB, June 7, 1942; Milosavljevil, O., Potisnuta istina&, pp. 203, 233.

152 Nastasijevil, Givorad, fiKriza nage likovne umetnostio, NB, June 21, 1942.

% Majsner, Josif P, fiNaga umetnost na strmeni propastio, NB, November 16, 1941.

% fiPrva posleratna smotra nage likovne umetnostio, NB, June 22, 1942.

% R., fiSaobragavanje stvarnostio, NB, November 7, 1941.

157 For a list cf. Petranovil, B., Srbija u Drugom..., p. 500.
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them for two reasons. Firstly, they belonged to the general picture of hormalcy the
authorities strove to create. Secondly, they were also meant to serve educational
purposes, i.e. they also had the task of raising national consciousness. The Ministry
of Education demanded that every seat of a district had its museum so as to educate
the youth in the traditions of the past T especially of the Middle Ages. Thus museums
functioned in Kragujevac, Kraljevo, Jagodina and Krugevac, as well as several mu-
seums in Belgrade (Prince Paulds Museum, Military Museum, the Museum of King
Peter I the Liberator, Church Museum, Ethnographical Museum and the Museum of
the Serbian Land).!%®

The collaborationist vision of culture was determined by their main ideological
tenets: culture, like the society from which it had sprang up and which it served, was
decadent, foreign and alienated from the people. It had to be purged and brought into
harmony with the new values that were founded on time-tested traditions. The Ger-
mans for their part saw culture through much more utilitarian lens. For them it was
means of entertaining both their own soldiers and conquered civilian population and
of exporting their culture as fisoft powerd of the Reich. This presupposed imposing
rabid anti-Semitism in cultural matters (by eliminating Jewish works and cultural
workers and by denigrating the Jews through ylms, plays and printed materials), in-
sisting on good and long German-Serbian cultural relations and the beneyts Serbian
culture derived from these contacts. All cultural activities were aimed at strengthening
Serbian nationalism under German control T as an antidote to communism that, ac-
cording to the collaborationist cultural politicians, had sank deep roots in the Serbian
society. At the same time it was an opportunity for German ylm-makers and ylm-
importers, musicians, actors and authors to make money in Serbia. Serbian actors,
singers and musicians also had to live. Thus constructed, cultural life in Serbia had
to depart from the visions of the leading collaborationists. Insipid humorous plays
predominated on theater stages (without the Ministry of Education being able to in-
puence their repertoire more decisively), commercial entertaining ylms (all of them
foreign) reigned supreme in cinemas, whereas literature experienced unprecedented
decline: people who did read, read mostly old, pre-war books. The new literature
was barren, the music and art showed but weak signs of adapting to the new times.
Last but not least: most people did not care about culture because they were hungry
and were too busy trying to survive.’™ In the best of cases, most of them just wanted
entertainment and oblivion.*

%8 Kerkez, S. n, Obrazovno-kulturne prilike€, p. 240; Idem, Drugtvo, p. 479.

19 MiliTevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni givot,.., pp. 220, 340. General scarcity was
so great that sometimes Nedil himself was without bread for more than a month. (Kreso, M., Njemalka
okupaciona uprava€e, pp. 117, 185.)

160 This was shown also by mass attendance of sports events, especially football matches. Here
again the young were the most numerous spectators. (Mililevil, N., Nikodijevil, D., (eds.), Svakodnevni
givot,.., pp. 91, 273, 533; Nikolil, K., Strah i nadaé&, p. 103.)
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Gender and Secularisation in
Early Yugoslav Socialism:
The Struggle for Minds, Hearts and Souls

Abstract: This article places gender analysis at the core of the Yugoslav
Communist Party®s secularisation project. By examining how a particular
understanding of gender informed secularisation, | argue that gender was
crucial for the Party, its activists, and also for the religious authorities. They
all understood women as particularly prone to religious inpuences, creating
patronising policies to suit their needs. The Party considered women to be a
threat to the socialist modernisation project; the Party activists singled out
religious women often to demonstrate their own modernity; while different
religious organisations targeted women to ensure the continuation of religious
practices. Targeting women speaks a volume about views on mens religiosity
and agency. Secularisation project entrenched imagined class and gender
hierarchies, in which peasant women were marked as the most backward group
in the country. Nevertheless, despite the Party®s efforts, the secularisation
of countryside was not successful, particularly regarding womend church
attendance amongst the Catholic population, or regarding people® use of
priestsiservices during life-cycle events such as births, weddings and funerals.
Following the initial aggressive campaigns in the yrst decade after the war, the
Party opted for a more gradual approach hoping that secularisation would be
achieved with migration, urbanisation and industrialisation.

Keywords: gender, secularisation, socialism, Yugoslavia, women

¢0Tero, didndt | tell you yesterday already to knead and bake a cake in a big oval pan,

a cake that will be consecrated and shared with all household members to eat on the day of
Saint Blaise, so that Blaise will protect all the baptised children in the house and our cattle
from a sore throat and neck?0
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6Dear granny, | am not against baking the cake for our household, because we all eat
cakes happily, but why bring it to church and consecrate it? If it is baked well and tasty, it
will be eaten with joy unconsecrated.6*

This brief exchange, perhaps yctional, between a religious grandmother and her
grandsonds wife, was a typical trope for the yrst decade of Yugoslav socialism. Later
in the text, we learn that Tera is a pleasant girl (another standard description), who
has moved into her husbandés multigenerational household, but according to her new
grandmother, she has been corrupted by the Red Cross course for women. On that
course, she did not learn to heal with holy water and holy objects. Instead, Tera was
introduced to scientiyc methods, and learned to shun prejudices and superstitions.
The old woman (her age was emphasised several times) criticised Tera for rejecting
traditional healing methods, traditional ways of delivering babies, and religious meth-
ods of disease prevention. Criticised for putting the people of the household at risk
by not bringing the cake she had baked to church, Tera replied that she had learned
how to treat and prevent a sore throat via medical means, and that her grandmotherés
tradition pulled society back to the dark past. Criticised for not helping to craft a
number of Christmas Eve amulets that would 6help cranes carry their own childrenés
fever to the Turkish childrend, Tera responded that these are all bad traditions, and
that she believes only what the health care professionals have proved. Nevertheless,
Tera was reconciliatory in explaining that her husbandds grandmother had grown up
within the old belief system and traditions, and was forced to live alongside them in
the old system. However, for Terads generation, éthey have an opportunity to improve
their life by learning and acquiring the knowledge they gain on the courses.o Only
when Terafs grandmother insisted that such knowledge was pitiable, was Tera brave
enough to criticise the poor hygiene caused by the old traditions, which even lead to
the death of children. She ended by saying that their aunt who had followed all the
traditions had given birth to eleven children, eight of whom had died, and that this
only beneyted the priests who earn money for every funeral and who encouraged such
traditions. The grandmother, however, had not been won over, and the article ynished
with her lamenting for the good old times.? It is no coincidence that the next article
in the same issue consisted of the Society of Advanced Peasant Women describing a
group of women who had dliberated themselves from superstitions, unfounded beliefs
and the inpuence of the clergyd.®

! llakovac, Marija, fiDijalog o kolalu sv. Blaga [Dialogue about the Saint Blaies Cake]o, Gena
u borbi, 3, March 1955, pp. 617. (hereafter: llakovac, M., fiDijalog o kolalué 0)

2 llakovac, M., fiDijalog o kolalué 0

3 Kolenko, Marija, fiRad Drugtva dnaprednih seljankiéu Velikom Bukovcu [Activities of the Society
of Advanced Peasant Women in Veliki Bukovac],0 Gena u borbi 3, March 1955, p. 7.
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Similar storylines appeared in many Yugoslav newspapers and magazines. In
sum, they embodied the struggle between old and new: folk traditions and religious
feelings were marked as backward, old and abnormal; whilst young socialists were
deemed progressive, devoted to science and knowledge. The articles provided a space
for building common ground on which the new socialist state challenged the old reli-
gious authorities. Understandings of gender, together with categories such as age and
class, were crucial here. The anonymous grandmother could stand for all old women,
perceived as the keepers of traditions, superstitions and religiosity. She was almost
unredeemable, a long-time victim of the nasty religious and capitalist authorities,
unable to accept a better life due to her age, and also gender. Old men were rarely
mentioned. On the other side of the dichotomy lay an image of a young woman, eager
to learn, bring socialism to her household, and show gratitude to the new state that
had allowed for these changes. She knew that the Church with its priests, as well as
the religiosity and superstitions (the difference between them elided) of the ignorant
people were the enemy, and she was preparing herself to face them.

The described article and many similar texts were products of socialist modernity
and the idea that conscious people should spearhead the movement for the removal
of religion, not only from public life but also through activities such as education,
legislation and the removal of sacred objects.* In this article, | examine how a par-
ticular understanding of gender informed this process and the Communist Partyts
policies towards religion and religious communities in Yugoslav socialism. | focus
on the issue of socialist modernity, looking at how gender was crucial for the Party,
its activists, and also for the religious authorities. The analysis of legislation and state
policies newly established after the Second World War will show how the Party forced
religious communities to adapt whilst evidencing differences and similarities in their
approaches towards different religious communities. Finally, this article explores the
struggle for the souls and minds of religious women, as they were thought to be one
of the most critical threats to the socialist project. It looks at how the Party activists
engaged in such a struggle, trying to bring modernity to other women, but ultimately,
crafting their own sense of identity. The article limits itself to describing attempts at
secularisation in the Christian communities alone, as policies towards Muslim com-
munities were qualitatively different, and have been explored elsewhere.> Finally,
all analytical categories used in this article, such as gender, modernity and secular-
ism should not be seen as yxed categories with some universal values. Rather, they

4 Also see: Luehrmann, Sonja, Secularism Soviet Style: Teaching Atheism and Religion in a Volga
Republic, New Anthropologies of Europe, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2011. (hereafter:
Luehrmann, S., Secularism Soviet Style€)

® They were more aggressive, entailing the veil lifting campaign, and a signiycantly different
discourse was employed to justify the actions of the Party. See: Simic, Ivan, Soviet Inpuences on Postwar
Yugoslav Gender Policies, New York, NY: Springer Berlin Heidelberg, 2018.
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should be seen as rooted in this particular historical context, always changing and
being articulated through various discourses and practices.

Changes After the Second World War

Yugoslav communistsé approach towards the various religious organisations
shared many similarities, driven by their view on religion and modernity. They saw
religion as a remnant of the old world, now supposed to be separate from the state
S0 as to prevent any interference by religious organisations to changing society in
accordance with socialist norms. Led by the belief that reason has to overcome su-
perstition, communists believed that religion would eventually disappear. Just as in
the Soviet Union,® the Yugoslav Constitution did guarantee religious freedoms, but
the communists and the religious organisations had different understandings of what
this meant. For communists, religious freedoms were to be exercised in a private
sphere by those who had not yet accepted socialist modernity (i.e. non-communists),
and the readiness of the religious organisations to comply with this understanding
determined the Partyts politics towards them during the early socialist period.

Differences in how the religious organisations were approached depended on
their readiness to collaborate with the Party, not oppose state politics, and contribute
usefully to foreign politics. They ultimately also depended on their perceived level
of threat to the new regime.” Several burning issues marked the Partyés relationship
with the Catholic Church. The Party leaders were not pleased with the role of the
Church leadership in the Holocaust and genocide against the Jews, Roma and Serbian
population in Croatia, nor with the Churchés connections with pro-Ustashe guerrillas
that still roamed in the countryside,® the Churchés organisational dependence on the
Vatican, and the resistance of the Catholic Church to all policies that might diminish
the Churchés authority.® The trial of Archbishop Stepinac in 1946, who was mostly
accused for his collaboration with the fascist Ustashe regime, was only the culmination
of the conpict. The Catholic Church did not accept the measures taken against the
Ustashe clergy and did not respond positively to Josip Broz Titods call for the Church

® See: Luehrmann, S., Secularism Soviet Style€; Smolkin-Rothrock, Victoria, A Sacred Space
Is Never Empty: A History of Soviet Atheism, Princeton Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2018.
(hereafter: Smolkin-Rothrock, V., A Sacred Space€)

" Buchenau, Klaus, Orthodoxie und Katholizismus in Jugoslawien, 194571991: ein serbisch-
kroatischer Vergleich, Balkanologische Ver®ffentlichungen, Bd. 40, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2004.
(hereafter: Buchenau, K., Orthodoxie und Katholizismuse)

8 Medved, Ivan, fiPrilog istragivanjima o djelovanju ékrigarad u Slavoniji u razdoblju 1945.7
1950.0, Scrinia Slavonica, no. 4, 2004, pp. 489196. (hereafter: Medved, 1., fiPrilog istragivanjimaé 0)

°® Akmadga, Miroslav, fiThe Position of The Catholic Church in Croatia 194511970,0 Review of
Croatian History, no. 1, 2006, pp. 1945170. (hereafter: Akmadga, M., fiThe Position of The Catholic
Churché 0)
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to be more national and less loyal to the Vatican. Furthermore, the Catholic Church,
as the largest landowner, was the most vocal opponent to the agrarian reform, which
saw its possessions given to the landless peasants. The Catholic Church also heavily
opposed any separation from the state, new family laws, the Constitution, secular
education, and any interference from the Party.'® The Catholic Church was seen as a
serious threat to the new order, more so than the Serbian Orthodox Church that had
suffered heavily during the war. The Orthodox Church and the Islamic Community
were also major landholders, and they also lost land and income after the communist
takeover. Orthodox priests were prosecuted for their war collaboration or crimes,
whilst the directives on religious education in school, the Partyds interference in the
selection of religious leaders, and political pressure on the lower clergy were similar
for all. The Partyos relations with the Islamic Community were slightly better. The
Islamic Community of Yugoslavia was reorganised in 1947, led by Reis-ul-Ulema
Ibrahim Ef. Fejil, who was particularly satisyed that the Islamic Community was no
longer discriminated against by the Orthodox and Catholic Churches. Importantly for
the Party, the Islamic Community did not receive donations from abroad. Instead, they
were heavily subsidised by the state in return for support, whilst the Party installed
several loyal people in the organisationds apparatus.*

Besides all these policies that heavily threatened the dominant positions of the
religious organisations in Yugoslav society, the traditional religious organisations were
also challenged by new gender policies introduced by the Party. Socialist Yugoslavia,
like all other socialist countries in Eastern Europe, launched a series of broad social
interventions that targeted the old gender regimes. The new legal framework set the
most obvious challenge immediately after the war, and it has received signiycant
scholarly attention.'? To summarise briepy, in 1945 and 1946, Yugoslav communists
introduced a constitution that resembled the Soviet one,*® guaranteeing political, social

© Akmadga, M., fiThe Position of The Catholic Churché 0, p. 91; Buchenau, K., Orthodoxie
und Katholizismuse

4 Radil, Radmila, filslamska verska zajednica 1945711970. godined, Forum Bosnae, no. 32,
2005, pp. 997134.

12 Gudac-Dodil, Vera, Gena u socijalizmu: pologaj gene u Srhiji u drugoj polovini 20. veka,
Belgrade: Institut za noviju istoriju Srbije, 2006; Gudac-Dodil, Vera, fiDivorce in Serbiad, Tokovi
istorije 172, 2008, pp. 137748. (hereafter: Gudac-Dodil, V., fiDivorce in Serbiafié ); Cvejil-Janlil,
Olga, fiBrak i razvod izmelu proglosti i budulnostio, Zbornik radova Pravnog fakulteta 43, no. 2,
2009, pp. 63188; Habul, Udjejna, filnstitut razvoda braka u historiji Bosne i Hercegovineo, Godignjak
Fakulteta politilkih nauka, no. 1, 2006, pp. 4577171; Resetar, Branka and Berdica, Josip, fiDivorce
in Croatia: The Principles of No-Fault Divorce, Parental Responsibility, Parental Education, and
Childrents Rightso, Family Court Review 51, no. 4, 2013, p. 568; Simil, Ivan, fiSoviet Model for
Yugoslav Post-War Legal Transformation: Divorce Panic and Specialist Debateo, Annual for Social
History 2, 2015, pp. 837101. (hereafter: Simil, I., iSoviet Modelé 0)

13 Jovanovil, Miroslav, fiPreslikana ili samobitna drugtvena izgradnja: komparativna analiza ustava
FNRJ (1946) i dStaljinskogd ustava SSSR-a (1936),0 Tokovi istorije 112, 2008, pp. 280190.
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and civil rights to women for the yrst time.* In 1946, Yugoslav communists passed a
new law on family relations, rendering civil marriage the only valid kind, and taking
marital relations out of the Churchesf jurisdictions.® In contrast, before the Second
World War all marital relations were the responsibility of the religious communities,
with the small exception of an area in Vojvodina in which an old Hungarian civil law
was valid, and where civil marriage and divorce existed.*® Consequently, there were
several very distinctive practices and traditions, and inter-religious marriage was a
rarity. With the one law in 1946, Yugoslav communists replaced several ecclesiastical
laws and practices, creating a universal situation across the entire country. Women
were proclaimed equal in marriage, with equal rights and responsibilities, whilst
divorce became easier and possible for a wide variety of reasons not recognised by
the religious authorities.'” This law and the Constitution were only a pretext for later
attempts to change gender relations as well, which was intrinsic to the communist
revolution. However, the changes that communists tried to introduce regarding gender
relations were rarely explored in relation to peopleds religious beliefs. The literature
on the Churchesfattempts to counter communist social interventions is even scarcer.'
Some attention was devoted to the Muslim communities, who were targeted by an
aggressive veil lifting campaign.*®* However, there is a signiycant gap between how
understandings of gender informed Yugoslav communistsd modernisation project,
and the secularisation that was a part of it.

“Prokop, Ana, Ravnopravnost gene, brak i porodica: po Ustavu Federativne Narodne Republike
Jugoslavije [Equality of Women, Marriage and Family: According to the Constitution of the Federal
Peoples Republic of Yugoslavia] Zagreb: Antifagistilki front gena Hrvatske, 1946.

5 i0snovni zakon o braku [The Basic Marital Law],0 Slugbeni list Federativne Narodne Repub-
like Jugoslavije [The Ofycial Gazette of the Federal Peoplets Republic of Yugoslavia], no. 29, April
9, 1946.

16 Gudac-Dodil, V., iDivorce in Serbiadé

17 See: Simil, 1., iSoviet Modelé o

18 Jadranka Rebeka Anilds work is an exception as she has explored some of these issues in the
case of the Catholic Church: Anil, Rebeka, Die Frauen in der Kirche Kroatiens im 20. Jahrhundert,
Theologische Frauenforschung in Europa 18, M¢ nster; Wien: Lit, 2004; She has also explored how the
Catholic Church viewed the communist gender programme: Jadranka Rebeka Anil, iGender, Gender
6ldeologyt and Cultural War: Local Consequences of a Global Idea T Croatian Example,0 Feminist
Theology 24, no. 1, September 2015, pp. 7122.

® Achkoska, Violeta, fiLifting the Veils from Muslim Women in the Republic of Macedonia
Following the Second World War,0 in Gender Relations in South Eastern Europe: Historical Perspec-
tives on Womanhood and Manhood in 19th and 20th Century, ed. Miroslav Jovanovil and Slobodan
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(Mis)understanding People’s Religious Feelings

As regards the peopleds religious feelings, Yugoslav communists found their
ideological premise in the classics of Marxism, and in their Stalinist interpretation.
Religion was viewed as a superstructure that would disappear. As a part of that su-
perstructure, the Church should be attacked, but the religious feelings of the popula-
tions should not be offended as that could prove to be counter-effective, leading to
a backlash.? Following on from such a premise, the Stalinist interpretation of why
religion still exists in a socialist society postulates that whilst religion has become
obsolete, it still exists in peopleds lives due to their backwardness and unreadiness
to accept modern science.? This hypothesis was followed by the idea that women
had greater difyculties than men in accepting the new modern socialist society, as
exempliyed in the story about Terads grandmother. However, the roots of such ideas
could be found in the immediate months following the October revolution. The
Bolshevik media fostered a speciyc discourse marking women as ébackwardd, and
in this case, it is particularly important that women in rural areas were considered
to be even more backward.? In the hierarchy of places, the countryside was lagging
behind the cities; in the class hierarchy, peasants were lagging behind workers; whilst
in the gender hierarchy, women were lagging behind men. When applied to religious
feelings, the logical conclusion would be that peasant women were the most prone
to resist the secularisation project.

Just as in the Soviet Union, Yugoslav communists construed discourse about
peasant women in negative terms. Women were considered to be the people most liable
to be inpuenced by state enemies T in this case, by the hostile priests. The image of a
religious 6babad (an old woman T the same as in the Soviet Union?), prone to super-
stitions, prejudice, and unwilling to change, was well established. Religious women
were supposedly a danger to the revolution, even though precisely these women had
often helped the Partisan guerrilla army during their four-years of warfare against the
occupiers. Also, the vast majority of new postwar communists originated from the
countryside. Although concerns about peasant womends religiosity could have been
derived from personal experiences, they were more likely caused by accepting the well

2 Marks, Karl, Engels, Fridrih, and Lenjin, Vladimir lljil, Za religijata: zbornik na statii i pisma,
Skopje: Kultura, 1952.

2 The way a Stalinist interpretation found its way into and around Yugoslavia can be seen in:
Karpov, G. G. Pravoslavna crkva u Sovjetskom Savezu, Biblioteka Drugtva za kulturnu saradnju Jugo-
slavije sa SSSR (Belgrade: Biblioteka Drugtva za kulturnu saradnju Jugoslavije sa SSSR, 1947) It was
translated and published in signiycant numbers months after its release in the Soviet Union.

22\Wood, Elizabeth A., The Baba and the Comrade: Gender and Politics in Revolutionary Russia,
Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1997. (hereafter: Wood, E. A., The Baba and the Comradeé€);
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established negative image of peasant women. Peasant women were depicted as those
whose allegiance to God instead of the Party would be the hardest to break. It was up
to the advanced Party members to lead them onto the proper path.2* Furthermore, as
Engels had theorised that religion entrenches patriarchal order, the destruction of that
order depended on winning over people in relation to their religiosity. Intervening in
gender relations was, therefore, at the core of the communist secularisation process
as theorised by Marxist classics, Soviet revolutionaries, and Stalinists.?

The problem for the Communist Party, however, was that the Party organisation
in the countryside was weak despite almost half of the members in its ranks being
from the countryside by mid-1948.2% These people were often no more éelevatedd
in their socialist consciousness than other peasants, and amongst other problems,
many communists who completed the Partyts ideological school to become leaders
were not keen to return to their villages.?” In the countryside, the Party was even
weaker amongst women. The peasant womends support for the Partisan army did not
translate into postwar political activities in the countryside. The peasant women who
became notable Party members moved to the cities and pursued careers in the state
apparatus. Few remained in the underdeveloped rural areas. Yet, the Partyts womends
section T the Antifascist Woments Front (AFG) T still had a network of activists all
over the country. They usually had one or several active women in the villages, who
obtained the teaching and propaganda material from more urban ofyces, to which
they reported. It was precisely these women who struggled the most to bring socialist
modernity to the countryside. Their attempts to introduce socialism were often met
with contempt, whilst many of their political activities were sabotaged by men, even
by communists. Deeply rooted patriarchal norms impeded many actions aiming to
allow the participation of women in the public sphere.?

240n how leading male communists contributed to such discourse, see: Pucar-Stari, nuro, iGovor
na Drugom kongresu Antifagistilkog fronta gena Bosne i Hercegovine [Speech at the Second Congress
of the Antifascist Front of Women of Bosnia and Herzegovina],0 July 12, 1947, Collection 141 AFG,
box 35, The Archives of Yugoslavia.
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News, 1904; Brodsky Farnsworth, Beatrice, fiBolshevism, the Woman Question, and Aleksandra Kol-
lontai,0 The American Historical Review 81, no. 2, April 1976, pp. 2921316; Wood, E. A., The Baba
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partije Hrvatske 194511952, vol. 2, Zagreb: Hrvatski drgavni arhiv, 2006, pp. 761164.
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Socialist modernity, however, also entailed the idea that backward peasant
women can, and should, be saved from the inpuence of reactionaries. Tasked to
work with these women, the AFG had to assume the leading role, with its network of
activists showing the path. As the attitude taken towards religion was an important
marker of this socialist modernity, this process was crucial for the activists themselves
T in reinforcing their identity of being modern socialist women who have shunned
prejudices, accepted all the Partyés policies, and have engaged in helping those who
remain backward. Many of these activists were peasant women themselves. Becoming
anew socialist person, as argued by Sonja Luehrmann, was inseparably tied to helping
others on the same route.? Finally, this was closely related to Leninés explanation that
the state should be separated from and indifferent to religion, whilst the Party must
yght against ignorance and for those who are still lacking socialist consciousness.*

The Struggle for Minds, Hearts and Souls

The Communist Party, which viewed itself as the vanguard of the working
class, aimed to assume absolute political, ideological, cultural and moral authority.®
Once communists had defeated organised religion in economic and political terms by
conyscating possessions and cutting religious inpuence in the political arena, religion
remained an ideological opponent, and an enemy in a yght for inpuence over the
peopleds everyday life. The inpuence of churches was banished from the education
young people received as the Party was quick to establish control over schools. Private
schools, including religious schools, were promptly closed. Yugoslav communists
intended to make a clear break with the pre-war education system, creating new cur-
ricula and rendering schools secular. Public elementary education became mandatory,
whilst during the yrst few years after the war, religious education was permitted as
an elective subject, but it was soon removed from schools altogether.2 In considering
religiosity to be a product of backwardness and inadequate education, communists
anticipated that the problem would at least be solved for future generations.

Winning over the support of religious adults was perceived to be a more difycult
task, delegated to the local Party cells and the mass organisations such as the AFG. The
Partyts internal reports were full of anxieties about the various Churchesé inpuence
pertaining to all denominations. These anxieties often came from the rank-and-yle,
who tried to adhere to the ideological teachings, often more zealously than the more
highly-ranked Party members. Violent physical attacks on priests and even murders

2 Luehrmann, S., Secularism Soviet Style€, p. 10.

% Smolkin-Rothrock, V., A Sacred Space€, pp. 12713.

% Program i statut Komunistilke partije Jugoslavije [The Programme and Statute of The Com-
munist Party of Yugoslavia], Belgrade: Borba, 1948, p. 20.

% Akmadga, M., iThe Position of The Catholic Churché 0, pp. 991102.
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were not uncommon. For example, the minutes from the meetings of the Central Com-
mittee of the Croatian branch of the Party reveal that the local communists often acted
alone in their attacks on priests. However, they were often under pressure to deliver
election results, to recruit enough workers for industry, to bring enough new mem-
bers to the Peopleds Front, or merely to show that they had accepted and understood
the Party line themselves. Punishments, however, were lenient, often consisting of
expulsion from the Party when a priest was Killed or seriously injured.* Violence also
erupted when Party members attempted to disrupt public social activities. The Party
made sure that religious activities such as processions were obstructed, and it was up
to the local Party activists to ensure that religious activities were conyned to within
the churches. The atmosphere of violence encompassed much of the countryside, and
often related to other campaigns launched by the Party such as the collectivisation of
agriculture. According to internal reports, violence against priests was often directed,
planned and executed by the local Party cells. Violence, however, was not limited
to one side only. The AFG activists were also targeted, particularly by the Croatian
Ustashe guerrillas. On occasion, they simply threatened activist women to cease their
activities,* whilst, for example, in Pakrac a local AFG leader was murdered for her
anti-religious activities.*

The Party-controlled media played an important role in the struggle. The Party
drastically reduced the publishing activities of the religious organisations, assuming
absolute control over public space. In following the Soviet model, Yugoslav com-
munists eagerly disseminated messages stating that religiosity was not compatible
with modernity and progress, creating a space for conpict, in which the Party saw
itself as the vanguard of the working class, tasked with liberating the masses from the
old regimes, prejudices and habits.* The press disseminated a discourse that viewed
organised churches as enemies of the state, the Party and the people. The magazines
aimed at women and published by the AFG were equally radical. They regularly
featured articles on the Church T mostly the Catholic Church T accusing it of col-
laborating with the Ustashe regime, or of trying to preserve its vast landholdings, and
of all kinds of hostile activities. Priests were accused of directly fostering genocide
and brutal killing methods, and of spreading hatred. The Church was also accused of

% fizapisnik sa sjednice biroa CK KPH odrgane 4. V1. 1947. godine u Zagrebu [Minutes of the
Meeting of the Bureau of the CK KPH held on 4. VI 1947 in Zagreb],0 in Zapisnici polithiroa Cen-
tralnog komiteta Komunistilke partije Hrvatske 194511952, vol. 1, Zagreb: Hrvatski drgavni arhiv,
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abusing peopleds religious feelings, whilst proclamations of various miracles were
described as mocking religiosity.*”

Gender equality was another arena in which the communist press made its
case against the Church.®® The AFGds magazines wrote extensively about the new
legal, social and economic rights for women. New laws were presented as protecting
women and families, and as a struggle against the Churchds inpuences, which op-
pressed women.*® For example, one text added that the new Constitution guaranteed
rapid development and liberation, not least because of the rule that the land belongs
to those who farm it, that the state is separated from the Church, and that the state
determines what counts as family and marriage.* The Catholic Church was accused
of trying to prevent gender equality by abusing womends feelings in order to prevent
them from voting for the new Constitution. They argued that behind all Church activi-
ties lay an attempt to avoid the agrarian reform and to protect war criminals.** The
press also featured the suffering of the landless peasant women who were abused
whilst working for the landowners, whilst the Church was trying to keep the peasant
women in such a position.*

The Party activists were aware that the press was only one tool, and that they
would have to pursue a more direct approach with many people. On the other hand,
when cut off from the press, the religious organisations had to become more active
as well. Winning over women, and particularly peasant women, became a battleyeld
in which the Party and religious communities fought for the support of minds, hearts
and souls. Both sides believed that women were more religious than men, and thus
directed their activities at them. The idea was also internalised by women in the Party
leadership. For example, Anka Berus wrote reports claiming that clerical reactionaries
hoped to ynd support amongst women, but that such efforts had only been successful
in certain cases in Croatia. She repeated phrases from the press stating that priests
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were trying to abuse womenos religious feelings to separate them from the Party, and
to prevent them from participating in the reconstruction of the country, therein forcing
them to abstain in the elections, and to reject the Constitution and equality. Berus also
explained that priests threatened women with hell if they joined the AFG.*

There is no way to measure the religiosity of peasant women, as no such surveys
were completed. It was always an assumption, heavily ingrained in stereotypes that
women were more irrational, emotional and prone to succumb to external inpuences
than men. Women were also supposedly less resistant to the Churchis appeals to
participate in Church rituals and to protect traditions.** As noted by Luehrmann for
the Soviet case, the emphasis on the religiosity of peasant women could entail an
intention to marginalise the importance of the phenomena the communists aimed to
eradicate. She also argues that marginality served as a protection, as peasant women
had the least to lose. For example, if a baba baptised a child, the parents could blame
her old age and superstitions, thus retaining their social status whilst privately agreeing
with the decision.*® From the scattered reports, it seems that this was also the case in
Yugoslavia. At least some in the Party organisation were aware of menés religiosity,
but the Central Committee of the Croatian Branch of the Party explained that the
children of communists were only christened when the communists were away, in
order to 6demoralise and compromise themd.*¢ From such a clumsy explanation, the
only possible inference was that their wives or mothers conspired with the priests.

Religious life-cycle events created particular anxiety for the Party activists. They
were well aware that events such as births, christenings, weddings, Slavas for the
Orthodox believers, and funerals involved priests and rituals. The removal of priests
and of certain traditions created tensions even for those who aimed to be loyal to Party
discipline. In the press, women were often accused of pushing for a christening, a
church marriage, and a funeral with a priest, yet the internal Party reports show that
it was often male communists who insisted on them.*” The Party bodies suggested
that all these events in their secular form should become more formal, festive, and
generally more meaningful if the people are going to accept them without the religious

4 Berus, Anka, fiO radnim zadacima gena Hrvatske [On the Work Objectives of the Women of
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institutions. In the cities, much effort was invested in replacing Christmas celebra-
tions with New Year, and Easter with Mayday. These new socialist holidays also had
to have an original festive tone, celebrating life and human endeavours. The AFG
instructed its activists to promote the celebration of the New Yeards tree, in which
children would receive presents, as a replacement for Christmas.*®

Church attendance played an essential role on all sides of the debate. For the lo-
cal Party leaders, it was a deyning point of the level of modernity in the countryside.
For the AFG activists, it was essential to show that the number of women attending
services had decreased so as to demonstrate the organisationds success and the need
for its existence. It was also a crucial marker of to what extent the local population,
but also the Party members, had accepted the Party line. Church attendance was a
visible marker of adherence or disloyalty to the new regime, and was easily compa-
rable with the crowd present at Peopleds Councilés meetings for example. As church
attendance was always more than just religious activity, the communist authorities
were also aware that they had to compare it with the audience at their cultural events.
This was a particular problem in the areas with a predominantly Catholic population
that proved to be more inclined to go to church on Sundays.*

The priests naturally used their services to raise concerns relevant to the Church
and to exert inpuence over their pock. This was often considered to be hostile to
the Party and the AFG. Local reports indicated a variety of drumoursd spread by the
priests, such as that a new war was imminent, or that there was a famine in the nearby
collective farms, and these rumours were supposedly targeted at women.> The Party
leaders also assumed that it was women who further spread the rumours, careless of
the consequences.® The AFG in rural areas often carefully counted the number of
women attending church on Sundays and reported the ygures to the urban ofyces.
Urban ofyces then, ascribed church attendance to a filow cultural level amongst
women,0 and called upon their activists in rural areas to be more proactive with
other women, for instance in organising different activities that would counter going
to church. The reports, however, suggest that their actions were often in vain. For
example, if they scheduled a Party meeting at the time of a service or conyrmation,

8 AiGodignji izvjegtaj o radu Glavnog odbora i organizacije AFG-a u Hrvatskoj [Annual Report
on the Activities of the Head Committee and Organisation of the AFG in Croatia],0 January 14, 1949,
Collection 141 AFG, box 15, The Archives of Yugoslavia. (hereafter: iGodignji izvjegtaj o radu Glav-
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nobody would come, not even the local Party members.52 Attempts to prove that the
miracles staged by the priests were fake were often met with contempt, as they fol-
lowed peoplets disapproval of unpaid work on Sundays undertaken for the Peopleds
Front on public projects T therein also demonstrating broader concerns.>® Without
repressive means, and the AFG certainly had none, the regional ofyces could only
suggest further educational methods. Nevertheless, when the local women activists
attempted to make use of more aggressive methods such as targeting women who
were wearing a cross, they were reprimanded and told to stop such practices.>

Josip Broz Tito, in his meetings with the local AFG activists, and speeches
published in the press for women, gave an ofycial tone to the idea that the AFG had
to work with peasant women to create a new woman who would not be prone to
religious, reactionary inpuences.®® Tito instructed activists to work with the local
women, to recruit them for their efforts in developing the country, whilst explaining
that they can still attend church if they want. The local AFG activists conducted various
activities with peasant women, but they were often improvised, lacking coherence
and sustainable support from the urban centres. One of the most common activities
all over the country were reading groups, in which the women who gathered would
read popular AFG magazines, the daily news, or important articles by the Party lead-
ers. The format of these gatherings depended on the local activists, and the time of
year, occurring more regularly during the winter months. The AFG magazines made
sure that anti-clerical articles were published in simpliyed language, and the maga-
zines often featured articles relating to popular science and nature, believing that
this would be an effective tool challenging stereotypes and organised religion. The
reading groups were also supposed to ensure that the texts were understood correctly
and accepted by the participants. If they had only learned to read recently, the teacher
was supposed to read aloud. The AFG leadership believed that women would be able
to oppose religious inpuences once they had become equipped with knowledge, with
one activist comparing a book to a wartime machine gun.*
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It soon became clear that the Party would have to yght the Church over levels of
participation in social activities, as the priests were not passive either. Traditionally
being centres of rural life, the local churches quickly adapted to the increased number
of social events organised by the Party, for example by hosting their own courses for
women teaching them traditional crafts. Various local churches organised gatherings
for children where they could play, imitating large communist educational projects.*
The AFG activists reported that if there was no Party activity, church attendance and
the events organised in front of the churches were the only social activity available
for the villagers. For example, in the remote villages of Dalmatia and Kodrun in
Croatia, people would gather in front of the church every Sunday to dance the kolo.
Even if the church had no priest in-residence, people would gather, and after he had
shown up all the people would go to the service. The priests also organised choir
groups, lectures, sports activities, and shows,* adapting to the methods that the Party
employed. In the Party reports, religious women were particularly blamed for helping
priests to arrange such activities.*®

The activities of the local AFG women had to follow principles developed in
the urban centres, which were often detached from the countryside. They believed
that cities have a transformative character, and so they organised excursions to larger
industrial places, holding the view that coming into contact with industry would
have a profound impact on rural women, changing their cultural norms as well.
The activists organised lectures, either talking themselves T based on the material
sent from the urban ofyces T or if they were luckier, by bringing with them émore
advancedd she-comrades, who would patronisingly talk to the rural women about
their backwardness. They never considered that this approach might strengthen the
position of the local priests who aimed to entrench the already existing social order,
not seeking to change it or blame the local population. They also never considered
whether the pamphlets written and printed in Zagreb were suitable, for example, for
rural Dalmatia, or whether a mass held by a local priest would resonate more with
the local population. Nevertheless, many local activists possessed the freedom to
try other forms of approaching peasant women. Some attempted collective visits to
the cinema, and communal listening to radio stations if they were lucky enough to
have a radio, whilst some tried to make use of traditional gatherings such as posela
and prela.®
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The priests and their supposed inpuence were blamed for all sorts of things. The
activities of the priests were blamed for poor political results when the local Party
activists had to show that enough people voted in the local elections. In such cases,
the priests were accused of keeping women away from voting, of organising events
during the elections, or of spreading propaganda against the Party.® In all these cases,
it was assumed that the clergy had hostile intentions, and as one report put it, the
clergy aims for women because they have a low level of socialist consciousness.®? The
clergy was also blamed when women resisted joining collective farms. The socialist
transformation of the countryside, for which collectivisation was a crucial element,
was particularly damaging to the Church, which supposedly turned to propaganda
in order to prevent peasant women from participating in the collectivisation proc-
ess. According to reports, some priests openly preached to women that their souls
would not be saved if they joined the collective farms. The Catholic Church was also
convenient to blame for the deycit of women recruits for industry in Slovenia.®® The
AFG activists proclaimed that they had intensiyed their struggle against priests so as
to counter the priestsd activities, but their efforts were often fruitless.®

Particular anxieties relating to motherhood and parenting were present in the
Party. It seems that many Catholic priests, indeed, attempted to persuade mothers to
send their children to religious education classes at school, whilst some of the priests
were quite successful in maintaining attendance.® The Party leaders were concerned
that Catholic priests could manipulate children in remote areas, where the Party
and the AFG were not vigilant. Local activists were instructed to exert an inpuence
on mothers who were forcing their children to attend religious education classes.®
However, even these women were considered to be devoid of agency, with the Party
explaining that they were under the inpuence of the reactionary clergy.®’ The activists
often helplessly observed local priests who would organise sports activities, bringing

Front of Women of the Peopleds Republic of Serbia from the Plenum of the Central Council of the AFG
Until This Day],0 1946, Collection 141 AFG, box 13, The Archives of Yugoslavia.

6t Medved, |., fiKatolilka Crkvaé 0, p. 751.

52 Bulan, Anka, fiDiskusija sa Plenarnog sastanka Glavnog odbora AFG [Discussion from The
Plenary Session of the AFG Head Council]o, October 6, 1946, Collection 141 AFG, box 35, The Ar-
chives of Yugoslavia.

8 filzvegtaj Centralnog odbora AFG-a Jugoslavije [Report of the Central Committee of the AFG
Yugoslavia],0 1947, Collection 142, SSRN, Box 1, The Archives of Yugoslavia.

% fiPred 1. Kongres gena Hrvatske [Prior To the 2nd Congress of Women of Croatia],0 Gena u
borbi, no. 6, June 1949, pp. 112.
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% fiZapisnik sa sastanka sa tajnicama i rukovodiocima org.sekcija gradskih odbora AFG-a [Minutes
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with them sought-after sports equipment and trying to recruit these children for their
religious education classes. Furthermore, according to the internal reports, they also
pressurised the children into bringing their friends. Finally, the strongest accusation
made was that the priests used every opportunity to turn children against the Party,
even by tearing apart banners and pags.® The Pioneer Organisation was called upon
to be vigilant, but their reach was limited in the countryside despite the large invest-
ments in the Pioneer press, and the explicit directive to counter clerical inpuences.®®
The priestsd propaganda was also blamed for the troubles the AFG activists had in
enrolling enough children for free summer vacations. For example, a local Party
cell reported that an old woman, under the inpuence of the priests, spread rumours
that children were being cooked into soups, therein creating troubles in recruiting
children.™

The biggest problem for the Party was probably that the relationship between
the priests, and their congregation was often private. For example, the priests vis-
ited houses for Slava in the Orthodox case, whilst confessions in Catholic churches
also avoided the Partyds gaze. This troubled the AFG activists as such devotion was
not public, but rather less visible and more difycult to control. In their reports, the
womends primitiveness was particularly blamed for such practices, as it undermined
socialist modernity even further. Some in the Party leadership were stricter regarding
the religiosity of its members. For example, the Montenegro leadership expelled many
from the Party for expressing their religiosity. However, women were rarely expelled
as they were less frequently members, yet the Party still reported that many women
were visiting the Church and going to confession. Finally, it was often local women
who visited public meetings and heavily opposed speeches in which the local Party
members tried to unmask the hostile activities of the priests demonstrating priestso
culpabilities.” However, as one internal report from Slovenia claimed, peasant women
were more eagerly hostile towards capitalists and kulaks, than towards the priests.”
Popular support was certainly missing.
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Relaxation and the Move to a Gradual Approach

The Partyts assault on peopleds religiosity decreased after the early 1950s. In
the countryside, a more relaxed and gradual approach towards secularisation came
with the end to aggressive collectivisation, which had failed to bring about the social-
ist transformation of the countryside as imagined by the communists. The socialist
transformation of the countryside, then, had to be achieved gradually through the
general improvement of living conditions, but also through mass migration to the
urban areas. Furthermore, the Party organisations never had enough strength in radi-
cally inpuencing the rural areas. The AFG never had enough resources to fulyl its
mission of ésavingd all women from clerical inpuences, and their failure in this drew
criticism from those in the top political positions.” Ultimately, not even all the AFG
activists were enthusiastic about the anti-religious agenda, and so skipped meetings
during religious holidays.™

It seems that after the early 1950s, the Party focused more on urban areas, and on
controlling their own membersoreligiosity. In 1952 Krsto Crvenkovski called upon the
Party members to yght religion with facts and science, rather than by beating priests
and shutting down churches.” Josip Broz Tito repeated this call the following year.
In 1953, the Law on the Juridical Status of the Religious Communities was passed
conyrming the separation of the Church from the state, and preventing the abuse of
religion for political purposes.” The Law, however, entailed more regulated relations
between the state and the various religious organisations.

This change was particularly visible in the tone taken towards religion in maga-
zines aimed at women. Religion was, of course, still described as being the fiopium
of the masseso,”” but it was acknowledged that even in a socialist society, it was
not easy to simply remove religion and superstition. In an article entitled 6\We must
not allow the priests to make our children stupidd, the author assumed that educa-
tion and science have to encompass the largest masses of the population, and that
knowledge about human evolution and society would lead to a decrease in religious
inpuences over time. They became aware that it was not possible to eliminate religion
via campaigns. The Party authors were forced to acknowledge that many traditions

® Broz Tito, Josip, fiBorba komunista Jugoslavije za socijalistilku demokratiju [Struggle of the
Communists of Yugoslavia for Socialist Democracy]o, Komunist, no. 516, December 1952, pp. 9797.
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had survived the assault of the early postwar years, and that the countryside had not
changed as planned.” The Church, however, continued to be explained in terms of
being fian institution of the capitalist rulers for stupefying and for keeping backward
and enslaved broad working masses0.” They recognised that even some honest people
still attended churches, but only out of their ignorance and traditions, aspects that
should gradually disappear. The new socialist state holidays would also enter into their
houses over time, and so no rash action was needed. The Party was ready to retreat
away from violent means and move towards taking a more educational approach to
secularising the population. Once again, outside of schools, the educational approach
was directed towards women, in the form of numerous articles and ylms that often
depicted the disastrous consequences of their religiosity. However, the process was
far from successful, and even the secularising of the Party membership was only
relatively fruitful. For example, as shown by Klaus Buchenau, in the late 1960s a
third of the Party members admitted that they had had church weddings.

Still, over the following decades, the religiosity of the rural populations con-
tinued to be presented in gendered terms. Peasant women were marked as overly
religious, superstitious and unchanging in magazines, and more importantly, in the
ever-increasing Yugoslav cinematography. This image of women had not changed
following one of the early ylms The Final Days (Poslednji dani), released in 1951,
in which only women visited churches in which the evil priests served.t! The same
tropes were repeated decades later. One late Yugoslav ylm named The Appearance
of a Holy Lady in the Village of Grabovica (Ukazanje Gospe u selu Grabovica) tells
the story of a local teacherfs struggle to educate children in one remote village, in
which a local priest tries to exert his inpuence over them. The plot begins with the
aftermath of a rumour that the school will face closure due to a lack of students. This
excites the hopes of a priest that he might regain an old building, conyscated after the
Second World War and used as part of the school. Just as in the postwar magazines,
the priest uses sports to entice more pupils to religious classes T he is opposed to
the secular education, is ambitious to expand the church land, and he would stop at
nothing to bring more believers to the Church. The people are generally uninterested
in religion, except for the old women, and women who are experiencing some form
of crisis. However, by the end of the ylm it appears that the rumour about the school
closure was false, and so the church remains empty and the priestés plot to regain the
schoolés building fails. However, at the end of the ylm, the Holy Lady does appear,

"8 fiVaspitanje majke kao prvog vaspitala [Education of Mothers as The First Educators],0 Radnica
3, March 1950, p. 18.
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8 Buchenau, K., Orthodoxie und Katholizismuse, p. 145.

& Pogalil, Vladimir, Poslednji dan [The Last Day], Avala ylm, 1951.
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illustrating an even more interesting picture of the Churchés greed and corruption.
The priest never really cared about the Holy Lady, and in the ynal scene, after saving
her child, the teacher leads the other children away from the church. One reading of
the ylm could be that the Holy Lady had decided to protect a child, but also secular
education.?? In any case, all the elements of the early AFG reports are present. The
priest took a proactive role with the children, using a variety of means to entice them
to attend religious education (catechesis), he craves for more land and buildings, he
abuses the trust of local people in trouble, he spreads rumours, and he is not even
interested in the safety of a baby. The role of the AFG agitators is here assumed by
a local teacher T a strong woman, who loves all the children and would do anything
for their education and for them to have a better life. The victory of the teacher,
however, came hard achieved, and as part of the Partyts secularisation project, it was
only peeting as the countryside remained unchanged.

Conclusions

Understandings of gender played a crucial role in how the Party envisioned the
secularisation of the general population. Combined with the imagined class hierarchy,
they fostered a speciyc discourse in which peasant women were construed as the
most backward group in the country, and as a potential threat to the socialist order.
The Party assumed that the people in the countryside were more religious than those
in the cities, that women were more religious than men, and that older women were
more religious than younger ones. These postulations were taken for granted, as the
Party relied on Marxist theory and readings of the Marxist classics via its Stalinist
interpretation, rather than on its own experiences of engaging with the countryside.
Furthermore, these ideas remained unchanged until the end of the socialist period.

The secularisation of the countryside, therefore, depended on gender stere-
otypes rendering the entire process narrow and easy to avoid. Only rarely did a few
communists at Party meetings suggest that men and even Party members were also
religious, often hiding behind womends public religiosity. Nevertheless, bearing in
mind that peasant women were supposed to have been targeted as a priority, the Party
struggled to ynd ways to approach them. Its womends section the AFG was tasked
with working with peasant women, but from their reports, it became clear that the
activists were losing the battle for souls and minds to the clergy. Particularly in the
predominantly Catholic areas, the Party activists struggled to break womends church
attendance, or from their using priestso services during life-cycle events such as
births, weddings and funerals. The Partys attempts to introduce socialist meanings

8 |_engil, Bahrudin Bato, Ukazanje Gospe u selu Grabovica [The Appearance of a Holy Lady
in the Village of Grabovica], Televizija Sarajevo, 1985.
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and forms to these occasions did not hold ground. After the dissolution of the AFG
in 1953, and also after accepting a more lenient approach that entailed less physical
violence towards the priests and more education of the population, the secularisation
of the countryside was left to unwind more gradually. The data from the following
decades shows that the secularisation project, in the way the Party leaders imagined
it, failed. Ultimately, it shows the limits of the Partyfs organising in the countryside,
and how the assumptions made about gendered religiosity remained unchanged.
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0G0, 1997. 1 it etk AJdists0 LO > jdnSd hiszHdJ *J %0 AT -k déhisdiszydtkotdLseds o tsLdyd-
tstz0fts0z SO A jdisOte LO fisizHd" J tetsHO df tistzoflsdSd. L GOt jHOd3 GBHABORO, fiszH" J teSHO iz 2Pz of tfisH
BCted W soshoHNCse Zhgdo jtLdlsso, COHO *§ shitsedn ukdodteLdlsdishCd yjdisots LO tisHa] fisizHdJ 7O
ftfdyd" Oozqfr]lsq’ugcfd3 o BOcdisOENSods Heset0dstsds, O Lo d SO H s HEChEECSSE Hisae0h0. Blagojevil,
Marina, AGenske studije na Beogradskom univerzitetufi u: Blagojevil, Marina, ur. Ka VldleVOJ genskoj
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2 Boginovil, Neda, Gensko pitanje u Srbiji u XIX i XX veku, Beograd, 1996.

% Srbija u modernizacijskim procesima 19. i 20. veka, 2. Pologaj gene kao merilo modernizacije,
ur. Latinka Perovil, Institut za noviju istoriju Srbije, Beograd, 1998. (U daljem tekstu: Srhija u
modernizacijskim procesima 19. i 20. veka, 2.)

31 Napomene urednika, Srbija u modernizacijskim procesima 19. i 20. veka, 2., str. 9.
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3 Rflsts.
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Summary

Dr Vera Gudac Dodil

Once again, on the Development of Womends History in Serbia

Interdisciplinarity, immanent to women studies, also marked the ways of acquiring
knowledge of past events from the womends perspective. The pronounced interdisciplinarity in
the approach and research of that topic has conditioned the combining of methods of various
academic disciplines and their intertwining. The accent in the article is on the studies which
were especially signiycant in the rooting of womenés history in Serbia and the bases of many
future researches in this area. In the nineteen-nineties, womens history, as a new cognitive
and research yeld, gradually becomes more intriguing for domestic authors too, its importance
is increasingly recognized, making it so that the research interest towards womengs topics,
and thus interpretations of the past from the womends perspective, are in the centre of many
works in the 21% century. Their volume, diversity of topics and researched segments from the
lives of women, female practice, and womends experiences in the past conyrm the growing
interests for examining woments and gender history in this region. Some of the topics from
the history of women in Yugoslav were in the centre of interest of foreign historians, too.

Key words: Womens history, academic discipline, interdisciplinarity, development,
historiography.
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HJodHdMdlsdm o< d HO MdszOyd 0 &d'j B50 YOS dd COHO ‘J tejy 5 BCBtdshisdi0 &
Qs k0 iz fisteOHOGA AP offi, O tzj AS drsadi. 3 Odds, 59 SHss 6160 060 td j L0t
&d HO Mz 2 _JiHOUSE® v itz ofs‘ts-tistzdyd S k0] titlzeidS] misodshS] & fit-

9 Vuletil, R., ANeprosvelena proglosté fi, str. 34.

0 RLESHBO j, L el j<d tfiesel0d, sied 0k0 sH 25. fjtfls jiBied HE 6. $CksBE0 2018. GBHAM,.
(tftecfcs.0zs.)

% Znaju li Beogral'ani za opsadu Sarajeva?, Slobodna Evropa, https://www.slobodnaevropa.
org/a/izlozba-opsada-sarajevo/29507346.html, 25. 09. 2018.

2 f5'097 j&is SOG HzBrdSOyd 0 OZkseSd: Stojanovil, Dubravka, Vuletil, Radina, Petrovil
Todosijevil, Sanja, Manojlovil Pintar, Olga i Radmila Radil, Novosti iz proglosti. Znanje, neznanje,
upotreba i zloupotreba istorije, priredio Vojin Dimitrijevil, Beograd, 2010. (u daljem tekstu: Stojanovil,
D. i ostale, Novosti iz proglostié )

8 Stojanovil', D. i ostale, Novosti iz proglostié , rezultati ankete, str. 194.
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jgBtelz 1993. asHd®d dLatshdizd Lizsydl GOH fietiSdd MisodsadkdMisosd.  HasHIS
IstscB j, ] SHesotsted] o] 1 Iscfulz zBtesakdCo, wis jBtsjkdy, Louots,, & jo tsdto
Hiszedm &Jfis0 d3onseaddn MistOHOS 0 te] Mo e ydodidse fisOnsodkdise0, 0 s&HO d
o5 &[€0, Okzd d Sliisiztedzse GONE] "0 T &J dLt 0z

TiLiztsOsd tfisdsjdizisdm dhlsts0>1da0< 0, G010, das0‘z dises o 4<d Li0y0* BH
shse0 SOCE fj &0 teod tfisezjH ydid. ROSE “j k 58O fikzy0 0 tjy 5 G0Esd: Ll
d tfteogHO fd &z kg0 °lz detsoddz0tehSd 0dkC il d3syd HBodhisd &z 4dis0< 4 d &oydd dL-
o™ J<0 d tistelzC0 S Mz Ytediztseds Okzissted M jdzjtzd HO M0k, ¢ B> dE 0 HO
&J tsdhkdds COSt s5o0S0e dimsH &d J MOBEs UsheiHdyd NesEhCdn, GJHd hSdn
dizd zveitkduSdn distfiziis0 oj< d " JHbse Pdie e HislzNise jatse SsisJShis0 &z S° jas d
dhiststed 0 Sstisdhizdte0ds tejddis jetts jisofts0 sOHd HEjodzd YsddlsdS.

Odagd, & tishiziHS dm 30 esHA®O, tiejHiis0aj & eshdshisd iz fii odhJ tizko
B0k, Okd fj Hoj tftesdsjd ZLdhkO & SO CPlydk]. o0 fij ojLiz’j LO Cted* shHOK-
HJMJlsdm esHJ®R0 o HisZOLOS &0 atz0hls eitsBEHOGO Jrdish jod<0, COHO iz tfte jsnsHbS
HEsBdROdGSERd SeBzudhisduSd dHd d LOdIS Jid GOydskotdhisdySdd, z S5°da0 4 $os
az0at0 izOhdte0d0 ks jLO 5 weBdRO Mtelso0dz0 d tfisB jHEdYdR0, GOtsHE Ss°d * j o jydists
0 te0ots” MisteOdzd], S5 df GICOHO &g s E0X08 &dj ydidts hes dd hizhiHddo o ¢s°d
‘J 284S d diSPlzydets esHs ShEsBEHAZOUS ] Okt ]. [teize0 *j, Esedyds,  ojLd 7o
< jesadd SHEOMSSE f) at0fisdf 2000. csHAk].'S JOHO B fij Sy jSdedits HO ‘j Hiske0
tfletsds j0 HESh k0 ZfoH?do tisk0S d HO fiz Adtsetshisd dL tsshashiscfi i jont] Lz
zsBdu0’ J&d d tHisOLzds jo0 z<d &0t0sde, dsotlzhtshis0e™ jid tixdf ‘4 tstzhos
HO tfsBts N0 fOHON < sls 50Sts ists *j it 2 tfistisets AtstyisBsHSH tsH Ssdlzdafiz0
d &0uzsets Yesislzd0ydts siSsodtd (Hisi0 odhd) rikzese fiodlshSse ts0is0.1 1 joohisoyd iz
st s j&0teSHESE 1) <0< 0 fsHiex000k0 *j d Hjo0misoyd 0 fiddstduSse HOHEX 00, Isd
fd B840 teOLzdyd), LOSSEd), dd3id0 Zzdyo, steesa0, NtfsEiedso, NOHEXM 0" VB jadSo.
RL 5560 tesdLEOLd HO Gd HjdsS0shSo okofs fizhkdunSd ¢d' j LOHdE0 &O didikd
ftfstetzdm dflssted fiSdm skds0y i< 0 S0 das * J Jdftzsh jod< shisOads & 030t ils, drdfisd *J
BJ&0 dinSte &t LOMIS jte iNso0&0 LO fizty0e0 < j i teshish<kz fHd 0 z<d cBH%OR0
HO fJ 0Ssdfodzs BO9 ] tes s <k, tisudisdySd jedisi &0 j6 HEsBO Mz HOgs Zystehisdizd
fisodsadhisj ¢ j 30 o j<dd0 6te0"0k0 d k S&' jdg d udh<J wted§ I te0lssoddz0 odHd
QOts stte0oHObS. 7 Y0ist *j d fIOHO, HOSHj yjisatss S0 sz, &0 fitoLd sHBG OF j HO fij

14 Stojanovil', D. i ostale, Novosti iz proglostié , rezultati ankete, str. 194.

15 Stojanovil, Dubravka, AU ogledalu drugihfi, Novosti iz proglosti. Znanje, neznanje, upotreba i
zloupotreba istorije, priredio, Vojin Dimitrijevil, Beograd 2010, str. 137 32. (u daljem tekstu: Stojanovil,
D, AU ogledalué )

16 Stojanovil, Dubravka, Ulje na vodi T Ogledi iz istorije sadagnjosti Srbije, Beograd 2010, str.
1237156.

17 Manojlovil Pintar, Olga, ARat i nemir T O vil'enjima socijalistil ke Jugoslavije, Drugog svetskog
rata u kome je nastala i ratova u kojima se raspalafi, Novosti iz proglosti. Znanje, neznanje, upotreba i
zloupotreba istorije, prir. Vojin Dimitrijevil, Beograd 2010, 831106, str. 96. (u daljem tekstu: Manojlovil
Pintar, O. ARat i nemiré fi)
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nOLGO dfyls0. TOssad Hjo jHiM jsdm ditis jSaHds i et jPas dhissed IS sizdoy,,
0 &M j<0 fij d ojdSd stfists HO f)j Yedretisd tHesBEEEMS, dijtz E Ysudbdsyd d
BSHigJHJ < drse] zatse]. oCs BN 80hd J GJL&0< § o dsseizd HO Stfis0oHOMm histisets
Cststetszef O B3 jH dlc0, ks j trjHshiszyts <tz ofditd] G jishsts 0 jds Oczls jtedzOscfotzdm
oHB90 EWseBAO<0, HOLOR, Niss *j SOCE" j HsCOLOEO OhSjs0 TOHA'O HtBBEHEO
rotstfo, &z lstsds hidsdiiziz thts jozOH00 da L0l jtefso0dshis 60" 060 HO YZz'k L0 Lit-
Hjt0. st0°S d B0 50Sense fisOS0 * j, LOtE0st, djdsez<dgshls tshisdLo<0 LoOdkdy-
6 szdsOy <0 teshazshisd. ¢ s <j, GO 0SS, Istsd Olsef floj HES LBESE fists0R0 tH
hiztsyPe0< 0 10 dilsdizsd Stejdis0dts diissed &z $5°0 2SRy’ j o st Adddf, dio S je
5809 Lz fi jHJ SHfis0oHOT j o/ dd] tsOLERBjo0 j Lizsydh0.8

Yzo0ted ¢JjC0CadR f)j<0<0

Av Hjs jlst0 jilstsd o Sk fitfshjkdyd ydtd sis L0 NISO fiz i HoOH jijlstsd LOHEZ> jad
®JHd d: std diiy dhde0 L teshashls. rijlsttsd 0 f)j & HStoHdPIsd fi0ds £ Otsrdeddk0
GOLYGAR dumlsdlszyd 0 Gics i, kL o jedSd IstizH, diiy jkde0 d & s jkdko, RsHs OP<ddo,
BAdssnsHA®R0, e juOtdds csetsteddO, flsOlszOdkO o EOydstOkGdd sk itdydo. ushy Istsj-
BO HisHOIsd d W jflsde0t d tableaux vivants &lzLj ' j d diflsssted 7S] MidCJ, GOtsHE ] tjnds

d fidSJ ' j i Ststedyls  LO Is jOlsts0edLOyd ' dhlssted’J. wod sod dilststed fiSd >Ohktssad
flse0t0L d B0k & dilststed 7S kdlstse, hdikestoySy ‘jHotdyJ GOydskOtdse fok<j< 0.
StsH Is0Cets6 Iskzds0uj <0 diiststsd J %0 Hidz &d"J diissted 7SO fodhls dhlstted NS4 GOZS] Gict
>{ots <0 j 08ts i iSO %O dilststed . St dL Suils jSilsO dilssted 7S fiohlsd Ists 80
HO tftej "1z & Sstils jChls GOdskOttse §0d< S0, dilssted fSq fsHOyd dse0 'k i dols jisd 0-
kdLee0lsd d ShHBLEa0Is] £ yotehls ety it

Mo clssots sted 9SO dhisstedyOts o Isjste jlsdydts 2 jlstshisd 1J soduhd HJWd-
&dhos “j Mtk iedS SO LE0S Ss'd josydied HEE0"0°, e jHdjlsd did gt jHddkyd. R
& MO s T & ‘J, HO?J, Mk jkdS odHjs d SO tsjy S0 dssyj HO fj tteddjdad
&0 hdesS MY jSsOte a3 distd®z0, sH &0 GO dr BJHO 0 HE ojkdSdn 60" jodd0. fd,
34 " zisdc3, HOGOM td YishzOlste0dsts Mtfsds jddCd oG ?lzydets SOt zd3iszdyso H k0 ot JHEO
HJ9™? <0, 8j< SOB HISClzd3 jdils J, BHESMES Mo jJHyOdNise0 HOHON S shisd, yd 0 J LEOkdGS
00> &d 0 ztzse0 Iz Moot jds jdztsc HislzNiselz ez jHO &z St jofte0< Iz d e jish j< Iz tistelzCO
d dHjdisdls jlsO &z ‘0ot tteshststelz 20

SOC HESC® idGs0teds hots Misots Mifsd jed<o ydid HO “J st dhstoteid ids d dGd-
H 268 d dwstedsOyd 0,2 &z 6 jdz jLd te0Lots 0 Mtfisds jedySdm ie0Shd d S jdsteOsdoddn

18 Manojlovil Pintar, O. ARat i nemiré fi, str. 106.

9 Asman, Alaida, Rad na nacionalnom pamlenju. Kratka istorija nemalke ideje obrazovanja,
Beograd 2002, str. 54.

2 Bogil Marojevil, Milica, (Ne)geljeno naslel’e u prostorima pamlenja. Slobodne zone bolnih
uspomena. Beograd, 2015. Elektronsko izdanje.

2 Tulman, Miroslav, Struktura kulturne informacije, Zagreb 1983, str. 140.
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OCkdatshisd &z 20. Sz dts>jdsts HO ztsyddsts Hoj ttetsd jdzj YOLOHJER] 3 jdststed Odzdf-
LOYd" . 600 flj H L0 GOSSE [eizetse fioshSse 00 d RsSoENs0, SOHO iz fij SOt
ak0add d3slsdod LO fiedCOLJo0< J te0ltzdn ~bteste0 tfis 0adiz] ydodhdd Mtisod. LRSS
HO dn tftedCo>z COB fMiz0ads &ONSteOHOE], HiszNise0 MOHO Ysyd<kz HO tit jditdisk &z
foterlz < drsadn tseded 0. rielze0 gotOHAE®R0 fd, HOS, oLz’ j LO YOH 4 jtekdinSse LaHO,
SHESNES otsji3] 2 $6° Ji3 i ' JH]S j&0 jis0uS0 fits jizO MO tesBrigsd: tedtoLda0< 0
Gisoj tistolsuS, 6 0kshisd. wOHO ‘j & ojid 110 GOudedBO Yod<j<o Heshashsq
isCte jdizisO sBdRE0 te0M 000, $5°0 *j to jLzdiscfte0d0 s jd3 i 2 4 Jd Bsotse dH jdisdls jisO
%0 Is jSsd0R0 OtsdWON dLiO o AttzsSokzso, IsJ tie jBdisd HO HOGONS j 6t jtsOyd'J
Gdhiz Stedo  LO LEzsydij dL tieshdshisd, 0dd HO * ik SHesostedkj LO GOyddd &0 $6°j <Jj
dn godsiscllsdf.?*

R 0 G0N & tisHz B L fifz fl Yishiz, |rekzetse e jishiStse 00 tshjisdiz Giso s> < 4,
tish jBhts WeBde0s j& dHiszshSj Sshdid’j o rexOetise sHBsE0 S5°d fj BOo s
BB jZj>000% jd f Esots" o0 jd dfjssted SR d3jisd gLy, 0 S5°dds ' tezCsetsHds
OEjShoEHOL T0kStad<.2 )" Zlsdd, Hislzel Iste0dhWistd0yd 'z tshists S jls0< j
hfts j¢ Hislzlse jise HA 0tsc0, tis jointidlsde0< j d hizsyPe0< j 1o fshish<tz ydid
14 HO o HO j Y iSOGz, L IststB Micgaizlz, O k0 ‘< GO a3tz tfis jso0" & <] GOLOisdo f5
HJN080< dg0 HjodHMddm @0 tfeshisstslz nzeshkOod ' J, & dLizi®0™kz’j Pt ‘addd
Heshsstesd 4 js5ekOHO 2 ojud 710 Bidtsted OzdLoyd sB ss6 ot jkjt0 AHtsddtdiso ki
ftfsddecyd zdsese LEoy~o, Y0 foddds sdd d NYfsteidn bizaeuj0. J4" < ddo
fd gehisds dhisdulz HeO: ‘jHOG YsHdetks &0 e0ohSsds Isteelz d 5%0° &0 LN GO HOGE,
ffsds jddyd Sts'd &0 o0 LOLEdydlsy Goydid, 0kd, E0X0shs, 7o dhisdd JWiSstsd,
Yzo0' 'z <0< J &0 HEE0" 0" J HiojH M lsdR.2

22 Manojlovil Pintar, Olga i Aleksandar Ignjatovil, Historical Memory and Memorials, Policy
Paper 02, Beograd 2007, pp. 20122.

% Idhj z: Karge, Hajke, Selanje u kamenu T okamenjeno selanje?, Beograd 2013, str. 7727.

2 Jofs, GO0, doffz *JHdtd htsdiddyd z ajsetonz Ss'd Ssdidsiedhiz Hse0"0°j fl SO0
feshase 0,jS0. RGO dn ‘sh & iSsidydio, kikoshed d hisdihCd ottt ttOLEsotehkdR, BJL Ot dH'J &
HESG0 0" B0 s’ JHddyd0 S j S Jdssted iz, BL ‘Ofdts Eisots™ jiadm ud< jadyo, sdLes hgdn tistzCo,
0lsjhSs g o SOk josteaiOlsd. Jedjted OHd,  jHOG SH s0CadR *j AU jui0 a0ists0i, TitfsdibdS tsHdedkzs
BJL HBLOBEZ] GOHEZ MBI G0 LN<E Iz F0ECE tfed 0k fise0 2000. csH®R] LO o jc0 Hjodls HOGO. [OdEOn
‘J 590" s jkdS GJWeaCydiozoe d teiktzds Lozl id d LOBE0s ™ ji. Ikt 80 060 wolstddts0 o
w9 ls5L0E0 TOHBad<0, 2 yd'JB ' J tshis0e 20k Zyihisese0tts 500 EOHEACO, 0wt ‘j zSeinod ] isdrted
dL jh0d0 at0kCo Jq~Csad<0 nzeshkood 0 d [sdksodid, SO d kiShis SOHO 0Skz jdd] tszdisduotSsy
It 0z j JOtCad<. L ‘itz 2004. esHAEj 30 SEhESTOSE * j fishis0o ™ J&0 hfsds jd-izsyo GO G ifsk eHJ
‘J B jls Re0G wisOdBEd<. Y0isdd, G0 Bifisz ZBdhised Hk00C0 Niztszod'j & HolssestehCs” kadyd tish)-
509 jtz0 * § hfsds jdz-Yzsy0, S0 *J diylsts BAEO &z dls0 StsOH do0y0. sOHON < d ddtdhisOts SHBEOR § | te0c0d:
Zlzs04s00y, 2 B0z 2008. ¢sHdtk], SisSteds J fskit-5Bjtix J & Bstkdyd Artedsdo Jqhsed<i,
fhoj<iis ¢OMnstOHOZdE ot ddydho d goyd' jesdho 2 BsBBOLHEa0S 2 1999. eoHER]. L GOtz 2014.
@BH 2 sEhizksS Sk * j tsisotsts jd ftfisds jd- oS A0 1 dj LOBSEOadR, &z S° jd5 * j LOMO® jiats 16 fisOBOEO,
sH C5°dr M1e0Ss hddsasrdNd ‘JHEEE fistOHOESE ORGSO Tut IsESEh Y ¢u S BEBBOEHE0 0. IS d
d ftfskiedS Jdedud toSd<, tHdetkkzs &0 sONG0 HOGE Z LioS fjJ<0<0 &0 fistOHOE Hiyk 505" § &z
BBMBOHE00S 2 1999. eHAh]. Ty 4 B fifskdedSt Ss'd ‘J adh gizko Bdts fiStek00 ™ j& BzHEZ<d HO iz
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ABHGzJ 2010, 60 " d0tesHEA HOG G dhis0kdR, Hishis0™ jdé0 ' J &0 s a0 HOGEZ
ntfsdBt-Yisud ud'd 4 YsHdLOS J didydoed stisteHdBoyd 0 fsinCdn ez <0
stesHdy0 & ifsokdn edyo 70 eshkstd Bdohj nkeshzoed j. JHEBEIS j LO 5O°
G Jdsted 0k HOE fiz d wstSo HieOothiz0odk0 yeto0 d ezt Isdh0 6tsOHO 1 JB6te0HO,
Cs'0 ' J di0yd d Wddodhd hed tdseto iz 0Syd 'z 0 sostd ‘4, dijfsH Zets0adte0dse
CtofylsO, 0o jHJds HO *j Hfishe <%0 hethCdds Mtse0d0 fisteOHOLN & tOlssadkO &O
teshsstel Bdoh j nzeshzOodj SH 1991. His 2000, cBHAE]. S fiz kj s, SstdSs
dr &0, cHj iz, 0SS, L0t d Iz C' s t0ssadt0 istsOHOL tj dsisyidsts HO LOS Pz~
ydass. RYOS, dosts ks i Cs tedds jlst0 2 o jdSisds Btets'z fitfsds jxdSO Ss'df flz &0
o' d gfiss &0 vONd0 HOGE, 90 syl NStetdhd s ?Oh<shikd, &ittiydLese
s jSHis0, Isj tajlzsBUO" jiatse GOL00 Gtelztf,j Sis°0 ‘Iz *§ YisHfe, Eitfjk0 j HO ALOM|dfodi.
sttediisd 1)j az0odsds LO s jis >jielso0cs0 Lz’ j, 4 JS0, Uishs0e 0 j o jk0y0 t0
I " h0tesHEd HOG GfjsOtdR, 0 < jis fEHALOS j sl jSes ‘j doeds, BjL st
6 j0Syd'j ‘Ootshisd]. uts M, " isdd, &j BA BGLS tj<d LO Hoj csHG] SOk j &0
w0oMSEa teelz 2 4 J56t0HE diz0zezisdh0h vfsdjkdS >telse0d0 OISO d BEOkdEydd0
sIsOVBtd 5H 1990. His 1999. 6sHAlJ. J& 4, BOddsd, SisCtedajd 2012. cHt, L tists-
sdflsj S jddn 6te0 " 0&0, Isj yz0dkse0 tfistesHAY0 tsedhizzdn, $5°d iz & jcsHso0kd
Niss 10 MYsdiidSz Gid0 diie0 >es0e0, ddisd Sthis0.? R i HOBEe Hishis0a 00
ntfists -5t 0, ydoditd njSissts *j dLizts Bl G YleddsjHB . Atelzt® Autfists it S
'J dtiisdliedtd HO M tfisets ZisotsHj < jdfyg 5 s Plsts 1)j S it j26, 0

noSktoyd fjSkzeHOoEhRdR Ndtesodh0 Ste0kd Bk Hjos ydyd. L 1JBkEE, £ fotell 2 sshsehts” kkdyd,
fHdetizls “J Mt ikdS foedd Biteydd0 sH 1990. HE 1999. esH®R, ¢0 S&'jd iz ZCE ih0k0 dijko 45
ONsteOHOEAR BSEOY0 d Gotd Ak hiz fokd ¢ jtfse " jtdh. AsHdE] 2015. LHEEZM < j SdHE0tse0kdR
d &ifkokdn gHdeks j Hods M0 WiksetOWd 00 2500 zed  jkdn dizd &jhisokdn ydodzo, ot ¢&dso d
sy 0y &0 sthselz d JLiksad d &0 kst dhtfiejH ©Szghisdkj weBd j. R 580° Gidsed 0 ‘j
adh j tizis0 Bdfs z&dIs000d, tfiejdiMs0d, Hetz< 090 istlzC0d0 (Espana T Kosovo T EU T No pasaran)
d izduis. ReNYdtedhOkd HiEOsEsN<EZ &jBousse 2 jlsidco o NCedtistd Azdsjt0 |Jdkdiaeo, Ss'd “j
%0 fsykdS] £ 22 Lik™J fehiksOads edhj sH 60.000 SOG &0 Mslsdyo<0 sH B jndleed T *jHdEhike j&
s iedS >Elso0k0 nsusoRNs0, rjt] Z yehkss iz S0Ss® j 2015. E tejBte jtdyss” zzdyd & 1 is6E0HE
tfishisOadtj fddeseduSd & jdksted 0 Auts jBisjtdyd T S0k jd ftfslsdyo<o Lo aed A, 0 0 SOk bz *j
Bdt £CEjf0d Bl 8.372, &' s jHis00 20 CY0d Bss” dH jdsdWdSsa0dkdn Mtes000 wsiBis jidy. L
fdtflsidBtelz 2017. &0 ekl azdyo Nizlsdyj AB6HOEO d skiL0 dijChOdHE0 SO0 stk" jod<0 &0 | JH]< &z
ssCtedo b “J NifsdkjkdS Fdeoht uifd<kz $s'd ‘J fsediks 1991. ¢oHk] & a4 jHikdSE SsHY o TOy-
W Adei<d HO tfejtfizfisd & jtted O j 2k 8 JkdSts NSEOHANIs ] Btelz>] ‘0 d Bddyd'd, §0 st v ifd< HEOs “j
iz 90LHEZR o ‘& MSEOHdN] d fiBd. (Htedds.0kzls.)

% AUz proteste otkriven Spomenik grtvama ratafi, ffsndo 24. ds0tels 2012. https://naslovi.net/2012-
03-24/mondo/uz-proteste-otkriven-spomenik-zrtvama-rata/3302029, (ftedhisiztf™ jdts: 20.9.2018.)

26 50HO * j shidadydy0 eteiztj Autfists jdCh o0 usho< LO djHjakdS At id dL 0adt0: A 0"
ftfisc jtzo[S tsH Motse tisotse CsdkCizteh0 0 HES HOGOR Yt jHisOa 0 e o jcO StWizLd &z HieM 00 1eBd'j
< Jjidr 60" 0h0 & sHESMEZ ¢0 oksej S&°J “J oBHAEO d £ S5'dd0 “j by ifsese0i0 ksCsd HjodHindsdm.
L teBd'd &d"J ‘Ofds eHJ Mz fj Olssad atHdEd, S dn ‘J aHdS, 2 yd'J ddd, d S50 Hiex 000 filss'd dLo
Is560. pzd ‘JHEGS ‘| OfEs, HO N 580 80X1%0 YdflsO<0 S&°0 d HO™ j tezCasH j GO dds M doslsdio, & Bsekz
P disq * jHtzdds s jkdSsd. gzt Autisd jkdSo, S50 *j #OMis0n0 SOt tHesasts ‘S &0 tisad Loftdh
Bose Cshlizteh0, lsoteHd HO “J ‘0ot HAMSEN] O & Lossadh0 HjojHiMdlsdm ‘JHAHRO BBekz<0 Wistd0 Sose
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108 PZyd0 tOLKOSEOS 0

There is nothing in this world as invisible as a monument. They are no doubt erected
to be seen T indeed, to attract attention. But at the same time they are impregnated with
something that repels attention. Like a drop of water on an oilskin, attention runs down

them without stopping for a moment.*2
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4Young, James, The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning, London, 1993,
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In fact, the best German memorial to the Fascist era and its victims may not be a single memorial at
all - but simply the never-to-be-resolved debate over which kind of memory to preserve, how to do it,
in whose name and to what end.fi)
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Summary

Dr Milica Bogil Marojevil

Lost in Translation. Remembering the 906s in the Public Space
of Belgrade

The organization and regulation of public spaces have always been in the focus of every
newly established government. We usually connect that tendency with the idea of the new
regimeds representativeness and consolidation of their own ideology. However, even though
new regimes are creating a credo that implies deleting (speciyc) values of the predecessors, that
does not imply a complete abandonment of old(er) historical features. New regimes are trying
to ynd something tolerable from the past so they can provide continuity in the ruling.

(Re)interpretation of history and memory becomes very obvious when we consider
recent visual and symbolical changes in public spaces of Belgrade. Urban landscapes are
swamped with ygural plastics dedicated to persons or events that are sometimes unknown to
the general public, and their appearances are primarily based on the traditions of nineteenth-
century aesthetics. Renaming streets or schools, setting up new holidays, etc. are also very
popular. However, an apparent increase in interest in memorialization does not apply to our
remembering of the 1990s conpicts. This paper examines two monuments - memorial plaque
dedicated to the Serbian victims from 1991 to 2000 t, as well as the Monument to Victims of
War and the Defenders of the Fatherland from 1990 to 1999. The idea is to try to give some
answers on questions: why do we have such a situation; to whom are new war monuments
and memorials devoted; on what narrative are they based; what kind of message are they
sending? How is it possible not to have 0 single monument dedicated to the suffering of the
so-called Aothersfi in Belgrade? Besides, this paper critically examines the new Law on War
Memorials, whose adoption only further complicated initiating and creating monuments for
the victims of the recent civil wars in the Balkans.

As one of the solutions for overcoming the current memorial gap, this paper proposes
a thorough education, based on relevant facts and yndings. That is very important because
remembering past events that we are ashamed of is not just signiycant for the understanding
of our present life, but also for ynding approaches that we will practice against oblivion in
the future.

Keywords: monuments, war, Yugoslavia, 908s, public space, legislation, memory



